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Regulation for Enforcement of the Act on Protection 

of Names of Specific Agricultural, Forestry and 

Fishery Products and Foodstuffs 
 

(Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries No. 58 of May 29, 

2015) 

 

(Group of Producers) 

Article 1  The group provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries, referred to in Article 2, paragraph (5) of the Act on Protection of 

Names of Specific Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery Products and Foodstuffs 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Act"), is to be a group that meets the following 

requirements: 

(i) a group comprised of producers as direct or indirect members (for an 

organization without legal personality, limited to those which provide for a 

representative or administrator and those which provide to the effect that 

the group may not deny enrollment to any person eligible to become a 

member nor impose any conditions on enrollment more stringent than those 

imposed on existing members without a just cause, based on laws or 

regulations or articles of incorporation or other basic contract provisions); 

and 

(ii) if a group falls under a case provided in items of Article 21 (limited to a 

case where the group is of a foreign country) and the Minister of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries orders the group to change the specifications or the 

production process management rules, and to take any necessary measures, 

a group that complies with that order. 

 

(Indication Similar to Geographical Indication Affixed to Specific Agricultural, 

Forestry and Fishery Products and Foodstuffs for Registration) 

Article 2  An indication similar to a geographical indication provided in Article 3, 

paragraphs (2) and (3) of the Act pertaining to Specific Agricultural, Forestry 

and Fishery Products and Foodstuffs (hereinafter referred to as "SAFFPF") for 

registration in Article 6 of the Act (hereinafter simply referred to as 

"registration"; except in the following Article, item (i); Article 6, paragraph (2), 

item (ii), (e); Article 15, item (i); Article 17; and Article 18, paragraph (2)) is to 

include the indications set forth below (excluding indications under treaties 

and other international agreements in Article 23, paragraph (1), item (i) of the 

Act): 

(i) geographical indications related to SAFFPF pertaining to the registration 

accompanied by indications of the place of production of agricultural, forestry 
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and fishery products and foodstuffs other than the SAFFPF concerned;  

(ii) indications accompanied by expressions such as kind, type or style, 

references to it being an imitation, or similar indications of the like 

concerning the relevant SAFFPF; or 

(iii) indications of the translation of geographical indications related to the 

SAFFPF pertaining to the registration. 

 

(Cases Provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries in Article 3, Paragraph (2), Item (v) of the Act)  

Article 3  Cases provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries in Article 3, paragraph (2), item (v) of the Act are set forth below: 

(i) cases where, from before the date of registration in Article 6 of the Act (if a 

registration of change provided in Article 16, paragraph (1) of the Act for 

information provided in Article 7, paragraph (1), item (iii) of the Act is made, 

the date of registration of change), without the purpose for obtaining a 

wrongful gain, the purpose of causing damage to others, or any other 

wrongful purpose (referred to as " wrongful purpose" in the following item), a 

person that has affixed an indication with the identical name as the 

geographical indication pertaining to the SAFFPF or an indication similar 

thereto on agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs that 

have been produced or processed using agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs which belong to the same classification as the 

SAFFPF as a main raw material or ingredient or on its package, etc., or a 

person that has assumed the business, continues to affix the indication on 

the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs or their 

package, etc.; or, where a person that has directly or indirectly acquired the 

relevant agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs (limited to 

those that the indication is affixed on the product or its Package, etc.) from 

that person affixes the indication on the agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs or its package, etc.; 

(ii) cases where a person's name, well-known pseudonym, professional name, or 

pen name, or their well-known abbreviated name is indicated without 

wrongful purpose; 

(iii) cases where the name of the SAFFPF pertaining to registration includes a 

generic term, and the generic term that partially composes the name of the 

SAFFPF is indicated; and 

(iv) cases where a person that is entitled to affix a geographical indication on 

SAFFPF pertaining to a designation provided in Article 23, paragraph (1) 

under the equivalent system of a contracting state SAFFPF affixes a 

translated geographic indication of the SAFFPF on that SAFFPF or its 

package, etc., or where a person that has directly or indirectly acquired the 
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SAFFPF from that person affixes the indication on the SAFFPF or its 

package, etc. 

 

(Style of Registered Mark) 

Article 4  The mark provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries referred to in Article 4, paragraph (1) of the Act must accord to 

the style described in the corresponding right-hand column of the Appended 

Table for each of the classifications of agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs or the packages listed in the left-hand column of the 

table. 

 

(Terms in Documents) 

Article 5  (1) Documents regarding the application for registration must be 

written in Japanese, excluding the provisions of the following paragraph; 

provided, however, that foreign languages may be used for the name and 

address of a group of producers and the name of its representative (for a group 

without legal personality, a representative or administrator), as well as the 

name of agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs. 

(2) Documents, including powers of attorney, that are written in a foreign 

language must be accompanied by their translations. 

 

(Contents of Application) 

Article 6  (1) The necessary information to identify agricultural, forestry and 

fishery products and foodstuffs referred to in Article 7, paragraph (1), item (vii) 

of the Act are set forth below: 

(i) ground for the characteristics of agricultural, forestry and fishery products 

and foodstuffs applied for registration to be essentially attributable to the 

place of production; and 

(ii) record of production of the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs applied for registration in the place of production.  

(2) Matters provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries referred to in Article 7, paragraph (1), item (viii) of the Act are set 

forth below: 

(i) clarification as to whether the name of the agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs applied for registration falls under Article 13, 

paragraph (1), item (iv), (b); and 

(ii) when the name of the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs applied for registration falls under Article 13, paragraph (1), item 

(iv), (b), the following matters: 

(a) the name of the holder of the registered trademark (meaning the 

registered trademark provided in Article 2, paragraph 5 of the Trademark 
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Act (Act No. 127 of 1959); the same applies hereinafter in this item and in 

Article 18, paragraph (1)); 

(b) registered trademark; 

(c) designated goods or designated services pertaining to registration of the 

trademark (meaning the designated goods or designated services specified 

pursuant to Article 6, paragraph (1) of the Trademark Act);  

(d) registration number of the registered trademark; 

(e) registration date of the trademark right (or, if there has been a renewal of 

the relevant trademark right duration, the registration date of the 

trademark right and the registration of renewal of the duration);  

(f) if an exclusive right to use the trademark right has been established, the 

name or denomination of the exclusive licensee of the exclusive right to use 

the trademark; and 

(g) if an approval from a trademark right holder or licensee of exclusive right 

to use is required for the registration, the approval date. 

(3) Matters provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries referred to in Article 7, paragraph (1), item (ix) of the Act are to be 

the list of documents that must be attached to the application under the 

provisions of the same Article, paragraph (2). 

(4) The application must be prepared pursuant to Appended Form 1.  

 

(Documents to Be Attached to Application) 

Article 7  Documents provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries referred to in Article 7, paragraph (2), item (iii) of the Act are set 

forth below: 

(i) if the application is submitted by an agent, a certificate of the agent's 

authority; 

(ii) certificate of registered matters, articles of incorporation, or other 

documents that prove that the applicant for registration is a group of 

producers as specified in Article 2, paragraph (5) of the Act;  

(iii) if the applicant for registration is a foreign organization, a written pledge 

stating that it meets the requirements provided in Article 1, item (ii); 

(iv) a document clarifying if the applicant for registration falls under either (a) 

or (b) of Article 13, paragraph (1); 

(v) inventory of assets, balance sheets, income and expenditure statements or 

other documents of a recent business year proving that the organization 

applying for registration has sufficient financial basis to implement accurate 

and smooth production process management; 

(vi) documents proving that the organization applying for registration has 

established the necessary system to ensure fair implementation of production 

process management; 
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(vii) documents proving that agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs applied for registration are SAFFPF (including audio and visual 

records); 

(viii) photographs of the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs applied for registration; and 

(ix) documents demonstrating the approval from a trademark right holder or 

licensee of exclusive right to use, if the approval is required for the 

registration. 

 

(Written Opinion Form) 

Article 8  The written opinion prescribed in Article 9, paragraph (1) of the Act 

must be prepared pursuant to Appended Form 2. 

 

(Hearing of Opinions of Persons with Relevant Expertise) 

Article 9  When the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries consults with 

persons with relevant expertise pursuant to the provisions of Article 11, 

paragraph (1), the Minister is to refer to the persons with relevant expertise 

whose names are mentioned on the list of the persons with relevant expertise 

specified in the following Article. 

 

(List of Persons with Relevant Expertise) 

Article 10  The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is to select 

persons with relevant expertise, and prepare and publish a list of the persons 

with relevant expertise. 

 

(Reissuance of Public Notice) 

Article 11  After making a public notice under Article 8, paragraph (1) of the Act 

and before registering or refusing to register the application under the public 

notice, the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries must again follow 

the necessary procedures under the provisions of Article 9 and Article 11 of the 

Act, if there is a substantial change in the content of the application, 

specifications or production process management rules. 

 

(Register of SAFFPF) 

Article 12  (1) The register of SAFFPF specified in Article 12, paragraph (2) of 

the Act (simply referred to as "the register of SAFFPF" in the following 

paragraph) is to be prepared pursuant to Appended Form 3. 

(2) The register of SAFFPF is to be kept at the Food Industry Affairs Bureau of 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

 

(Matters of Public Notice Pertaining to the Registration) 
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Article 13  The matters provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries referred to in Article 12, paragraph (3) of the Act are 

set forth below: 

(i) the number and date of registration; 

(ii) the classification of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration;  

(iii) the name of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration; 

(iv) the place of production of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration;  

(v) the characteristics of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration;  

(vi) the method of production of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration;  

(vii) ground for the characteristics of the SAFFPF pertaining to the 

registration to be essentially attributable to the place of production;  

(viii) record of production of the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration in the 

place of production; 

(ix) clarification as to whether the name of the SAFFPF pertaining to the 

registration falls under Article 13, paragraph (1), item (iv), (b);  

(x) when the SAFFPF pertaining to the registration falls under Article 13, 

paragraph (1), item (iv), (b), the matters set forth in Article 6, paragraph (2), 

item (ii); 

(xi) the name, address and name of a representative (for a group without legal 

personality, a representative or administrator) of the group of producers that 

has received the registration; and 

(xii) when the information set forth in items (iv) to (vi) is different from the 

information provided in Article 7, paragraph (1), items (iv) to (vi) of the Act 

as specified in the specification, a statement of the same and the details.  

 

(Issuance of a SAFFPF Registration Certificate) 

Article 14  (1) When the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has 

registered an application, the Minister is to issue a SAFFPF registration 

certificate to the group of producers whose application has been registered.  

(2) The SAFFPF registration certificate in the preceding paragraph is to be 

prepared pursuant to Appended Form 4. 

 

(Standards for the Method of Production Process Management) 

Article 15  Standards provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries referred to in Article 13, paragraph (1), item (ii), (b) of the Act 

are set forth below: 

(i) when a registration of change specified in Article 16, paragraph (1) of the 

Act has been received, making the change to the specification pertaining to 

the information of the registration of change; 

(ii) confirming that the production undertaken by a producer as a member of a 

group accords with the information set forth in Article 7, paragraph (1), 
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items (iv) to (vi) of the Act as specified in the specification;  

(iii) giving appropriate guidance to the producer when the result of the 

confirmation under the preceding item reveals that the production 

undertaken by the producer as a member of the group does not accord with 

the information set forth in Article 7, paragraph (1), items (iv) to (vi) of the 

Act as specified in the specifications; 

(iv) confirming that a producer as a member of a group affixes a geographical 

indication pursuant to the SAFFPF and registered mark on the SAFFPF or 

package, etc. in accordance with the provisions of Article 3, paragraph (1) 

and Article 4, paragraph (1) of the Act; 

(v) giving appropriate guidance to the producer when the result of the 

confirmation under the preceding item reveals that the producer as a 

member of the group violates the provisions of Article 3, paragraph (2) or 

Article 4 of the Act; 

(vi) preparing a performance report (meaning a written report with regard to 

the state of the production process management; the same applies in the 

following item) and submitting it to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries at least once every year along with a copy of the specification and 

the production process management rules; and 

(vii) The performance report and relating documents must be kept for five 

years after the date of submission as prescribed in the preceding item. 

 

(Names by Which the Matters Set Forth in the Items of Article 2, Paragraph 

(2) Regarding Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery Products and Foodstuffs 

Applied for Registration Cannot Be Specified) 

Article 16  The names by which the matters set forth in the items of Article 2, 

paragraph (2) regarding the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs applied for registration under Article 13, paragraph (1), item (iv), (a) 

of the Act cannot be specified are to include the following names: 

(i) name that is identical to the name of an animal breed or plant variety and, 

as a result, is likely to mislead regarding a place of production of agricultural, 

forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs applied for registration; and 

(ii) names that constitute an act set forth in Article 2, paragraph (1), items (i) 

or (ii) of the Unfair Competition Prevention Act (Act No. 47, 1993).  

 

(Registration of Change to Add a Group of Producers) 

Article 17  The provisions referred to in Article 5; Article 6, paragraphs (3) and 

(4); Articles 7 to 11; and Articles 13 to 15 apply mutatis mutandis to the 

registration of change in Article 15, paragraph (1). In this case, the term 

"Appended Form 1" in Article 6, paragraph (4) is deemed to be replaced with 

"Appended Form 5", the term "set forth below" in Article 7 is deemed to be 
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replaced with "set forth in items (i) to (vi)", the term "Appended Form 2" in 

Article 8 is deemed to be replaced with "Appended Form 6", the term "set forth 

below" in Article 13 is deemed to be replaced with "a date of change, those set 

forth in items (i) to (iii), and items (xi) and (xii)", and the term "the information 

set forth in items (iv) to (vi) are different from the information set forth in 

Article 7, paragraph (1), items (iv) to (vi) of the Act" in item (xii) of the same 

article is deemed to be replaced with "the information set forth in Article 7, 

paragraph 1, items (iv) to (vi) of the Act regarding registration are different 

from the information set forth in items (iv) to (vi) of the same paragraph as". 

 

(Registration of Change of Specification) 

Article 18  (1) Minor matters provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture 

referred to in Article 16, paragraph (3) of the Act are set forth below: 

(i) change of name of a place of production of SAFFPF pertaining to 

registration following a change of name of an administrative district or land;  

(ii) addition of a name or denomination of holder of exclusive right to use when 

the name of SAFFPF pertaining to registration falls under Article 13, 

paragraph (1), item (iv), (b) of the Act, and an exclusive right is established 

to a trademark right pertaining to the registered trademark provided in (b) 

of the same item after that registration; 

(iii) correction of errors; and 

(iv) beyond what is set forth in the preceding three items, a modification that 

do not involve a substantial change of the matters set forth in items (iii) to 

(viii) of the Article 7, paragraph (1) of the Act. 

(2) The provisions in Article 5; Article 6, paragraphs (1), (2), and (4); Articles 7 to 

11; and Articles 13 to 16 (if the matters pertaining to registration of change as 

prescribed in Article 16, paragraph (1) of the Act are those provided in the 

preceding paragraph, excluding the provisions of Articles 8 to 11 and Article 

14) apply mutatis mutandis to the registration of change in Article 16, 

paragraph (1). In this case, the term "Appended Form 1" in Article 6, 

paragraph (4) is deemed to be replaced with "Appended Form 7", "set forth 

below" in Article 7 is deemed to be replaced with "set forth in items (i) and (iv) 

to (ix)", "agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs applied for 

registration" in item (vii) of that Article is deemed to be replaced with "if the 

matters pertaining to registration of change as prescribed in Article 16, 

paragraph (1) of the Act are those provided in items (iv) to (vii) of the Article 7 

of the Act, agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs applied for 

registration", "Appended Form 2" in Article 8 is deemed to be replaced with 

"Appended Form 8", "set forth below" in Article 13 is deemed to be replaced 

with "a date of change, those set forth in items (i) to (iii), and the matters 

pertaining to change", "has registered an application" in Article 14 is deemed 
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to be replaced with "has registered the change (limited to those pertaining to 

the information set forth in Article 7, paragraph (1), item (iii))", and "whose 

application has been registered" in that Article is deemed to be replaced with 

"whose change has been registered". 

 

(Application Mutatis Mutandis to Cancellation of Registration under Article 22, 

Paragraph (1) of the Act) 

Article 19  The provisions in Article 8 to Article 10 apply mutatis mutandis to 

cancellation of registration under Article 22, paragraph (1) of the Act (limited 

to provisions in items (ii) and (iii)). In this case, the term "Appended Form 2" 

in Article 8 is deemed to be replaced with "Appended Form 9".  

 

(Matters for Designation) 

Article 20  The matters to be provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture in 

referred to in Article 23, paragraph (2), item (vi) of the Act are set forth below:  

(i) clarification as to whether the name of candidate agricultural, forestry and 

fishery products and foodstuffs for designation falls under Article 29, 

paragraph (1), item (ii), (b); and 

(ii) when the name of candidate agricultural, forestry and fishery products and 

foodstuffs for designation falls under Article 29, paragraph (1), item (ii), (b):  

(a) information set forth in Article 6, paragraph (2), item (ii), (a) to (f); and 

(b) date of approval of the designation by a trademark right holder or 

licensee of exclusive right to use. 

 

(Written Opinion Form Pertaining to Candidate Agricultural, Forestry and 

Fishery Products and Foodstuffs for Designation) 

Article 21  The written opinion referred to in Article 25 of the Act must be 

prepared pursuant to Appended Form 10. 

 

(Hearing of Opinions of Persons with Relevant Expertise for Candidate 

Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery Products and Foodstuffs for Designation) 

Article 22  When the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries consults 

with persons with relevant expertise pursuant to the provisions of Article 27, 

paragraphs (1) or (2) of the Act, the Minister is to refer to the persons with 

relevant expertise whose names are mentioned on the list of the persons with 

relevant expertise specified in Article 10. 

 

(Reissuance of Public Notice Regarding Designation) 

Article 23  After making a public notice under Article 24 of the Act and before 

designating or deciding not to designate the SAFFPF pertaining to the public 

notice, the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries must again follow 
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the necessary procedures under the provisions of Articles 24, 25 and 27 of the 

Act, if there is a substantial change in information set forth in respective items 

of Article 23, paragraph (2) of the Act. 

 

(Cases Where Names of Candidate Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery Products 

and Foodstuffs for Designation Should Not Be Protected) 

Article 24  Cases provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fishery referred to in Article 29, paragraph (1), item (ii), (c) of the Act are set 

forth below: 

(i) cases where the name is identical to the name of an animal breed or plant 

variety and as a result is likely to mislead a place of production of candidate 

agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs for designation;  

(ii) cases where the name constitutes an act set forth in Article 2, paragraph 

(1), items (i) or (ii) of the Unfair Competition Prevention Act; and 

(iii) cases where the name is not considered to be protected under international 

agreements with the contracting states. 

 

(Change of Designation) 

Article 25  (1) Minor matters to be provided by Order of the Ministry of 

Agriculture referred to in Article 31, paragraph (2) of the Act are set forth 

below: 

(i) changes of a name of place of production of the SAFFPF pertaining to the 

designation following the change of a name of an administrative district or 

land; 

(ii) addition of a name of holder of exclusive right when a name of SAFFPF 

pertaining to designation falls under Article 29, paragraph (1), item (ii), (b) 

of the Act, and an exclusive right is established to a trademark right 

pertaining to the registered trademark provided in (b) of that item after the 

designation; 

(iii) correction of errors; and 

(iv) beyond what is set forth in the preceding three items, modification that do 

not involve a substantial change of the matters provided in Article 23, 

paragraph (2) of the Article 23, paragraph (2) of the Act. 

(2) Matters provided by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries referred to in Article 28, paragraph (2) of the Act as applied mutatis 

mutandis pursuant to Article 31, paragraph (2) of the Act following the deemed 

replacement of terms are matters set forth below: 

(i) the date of the designation; 

(ii) the classification of SAFFPF pertaining to the designation; and 

(iii) the name of SAFFPF pertaining to the designation. 

(3) The provisions of Article 21 to the preceding Article (if the matters pertaining 



11 

to a change of designation under Article 31, paragraph (1) of the Act are those 

provided in respective items in paragraph (1), excluding Articles 21 to 23) 

apply mutatis mutandis to the change of designation under Article 31, 

paragraph (1) of the Act. In this case, the term "Appended Form 10" in Article 

21 is deemed to be replaced with "Appended Form 11". 

 

(Application Mutatis Mutandis to Cancellation of Designation under Article 32, 

Paragraph (1) of the Act) 

Article 26  The provisions under Articles 21 and 22 apply mutatis mutandis to 

cancellation of designation under Article 32, paragraph (1) of the Act (limited 

to provisions in item (i)). In this case, the term "Appended Form 10" in Article 

21 is deemed to be replaced with "Appended Form 12". 

 

(Method of Public Notice) 

Article 27  A public notice under Article 33, paragraph (1) of the Act is to be 

made on the website of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  

 

(Document That Identifies the Official) 

Article 28  Document that identifies the official under Article 34, paragraph (2) 

of the Act will be one pursuant to Appended Form 13. 

 

(Procedure for Reporting to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries) 

Article 29  The report under Article 35, paragraph (1) of the Act must be 

submitted (the original and two copies) containing the information set forth 

below: 

(i) the name and address of the reporter; 

(ii) name of the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs 

pertaining to the report; 

(iii) reason for the report; 

(iv) a name and address of a person set forth below: 

(a) a person that has affixed a geographical indication of SAFFPF for 

registration or an indication similar thereto on the agricultural, forestry 

and fishery products and foodstuffs or on their package, etc. pertaining to 

the report; 

(b) a person that does not affix a registered mark on the agricultural, 

forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs or on their package, etc. 

pertaining to the report; 

(c) a person that has affixed a registered mark or a mark similar thereto on 

the agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foodstuffs or on their 

package, etc. pertaining to the report; 
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(d) an importer that has transferred, entrusted to transfer, or displayed for 

the purpose of transferring the imported agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs pertaining to the report on which a geographical 

indication to SAFFPF pertaining to the registration or an identification 

similar thereto is affixed (including the products on which the indication is 

affixed on their package, etc.); and 

(e) an importer that has transferred, entrusted to transfer or displayed for 

the purpose of transferring the imported agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs pertaining to the report on which a registered 

mark or a mark similar thereto is affixed (including the products on which 

that mark is affixed on their package, etc.); 

(v) location and name of the owner of the agricultural, forestry and fishery 

products and foodstuffs pertaining to the report at the time of reporting.  

 

(Transfer of Authority) 

Article 30  Among the authorities of the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries provided by the Act, those set forth in the following items will be 

delegated to the Director of a Regional Agricultural Administration Office 

specified therein (including the Director of Hokkaido District Agriculture 

Office; the same applies hereinafter); provided, however, that this does not 

preclude the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries from exercising the 

authority: 

(i) collection of reports from registered groups of producers, producers, and 

other parties concerned under Article 34, paragraph (1) of the Act: the 

Director of a Regional Agricultural Administration Office that has 

jurisdiction over the location of principal offices of the registered groups of 

producers, producers and other parties concerned; 

(ii) on-site inspection of registered groups of producers, producers, and other 

parties concerned under Article 34, paragraph (1) of the Act: the Director of a 

Regional Agricultural Administration Office that has jurisdiction over the 

location of offices, local offices, warehouses, farms, factories, and other places 

of the registered groups of producers, producers, and other parties concerned; 

and 

(iii) receipt of the reports under Article 35, paragraph (1) of the Act and 

investigation of those set forth in item (iv), (a) to (e) of the preceding Article 

under Article 35, paragraph (2) of the Act: the Director of a Regional 

Agricultural Administration Office that has jurisdiction over the location of a 

principle office of those falling under any of the items from (a) to (e).  

 

Supplementary Provisions 
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(Effective Date) 

Article 1  This Ministerial Order comes into effect as of the date on which the Act 

comes into effect (June 1, 2015). 

 

Appended Table (Re: Article 4) 

Category of 

Agricultural, 

Forestry and Fishery 

Products and 

Foodstuffs or their 

Package, etc. 

Forms 

Agricultural, 

Forestry and Fishery 

Products and 

Foodstuffs or their 

Package, etc. on 

which it is not 

difficult to affix GI 

logo of 15 mm in 

diameter. 

In case of use of colored GI logo, form 1 shall be used. 

In case of use of monochrome GI logo, form 2 shall be 

used. 

In case of use of GI logo of single color, form 3 shall be 

used. 

Agricultural, 

Forestry and Fishery 

Products and 

Foodstuffs or their 

Package, etc. on 

which it is difficult to 

affix GI logo of 15 

mm in diameter. 

In case of use of colored GI logo, form 4 shall be used. 

In case of use of monochrome GI logo, form 5 shall be 

used. 

In case of use of GI logo of single color, form 6 shall be 

used. 

 

Form 1 (Related to Article 4) 
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(1) The diameter of the external circle will be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle will be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle.  

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows.  

Parts Sizes 

A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 

 

 

(3) Color of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and characters of “JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地理的表示”, and “GI” are as follows; 

Part of Characte Color 

(a) White 

(b) PANTONE 199C or 0% cyan 

100% magenta 

65% yellow 

10% black 

(d) PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 
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(e) PANTONE 4655C 70% or 17% cyan 

30% magenta 

45% yellow 

0% black 

Character of “JAPAN 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地

理的表示”, and “GI” 

PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 

 

 

(4) The color of (c) is to fall under all of the following items: 

(i) variation of colors will be homogeneous; the color of the top of (c) meets 

the color of the starting point stipulated in the following list and the color of 

3375/10000 from the top of (c) meets the intermediate color between the color 

of starting point and that of the end point stipulated in the following list;  

(ii) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of 3375/10000 from the top of 

(c) meets the intermediate color stipulated in (i) and the color of 4500/10000 from the 

top of (c) meets the color of end point stipulated in the following list.  

Name of color Color 

Color of Starting point PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 

Color of Ending point PANTONE 4645C or 30% cyan 

50% magenta 

70% yellow 

10% black 

 

 

Form 2 (Related to Article 4) 
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(1) The diameter of the external circle is to be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle is to be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle. 

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows.  

Parts Sizes 

A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 

 

 

(3) Color of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and characters of “JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地理的表示”, and “GI” are as follows; 

Part of Character Color 

(a) and character of “日本”, “地

理的表示”, and “GI” 

White 

(b) 100% black 

(d) and Character of "JAPAN 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION" 

65% black 

(e) 50% black 
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(4) The color of (c) is to fall under all of the following items: 

(i) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of the top of (c) meets 

the color of starting point stipulated in the following list and the color of 

3375/10000 from the top of (c) meets intermediate color between the color of 

starting point and that of end point stipulated in the following list; 

(ii) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of 3375/10000 from the top of 

(c) meets intermediate color stipulated in (i) and the color of 4500/10000 from the top 

of (c) meets the color of end point stipulated in the following list.  

Name of color Color 

Color of Starting point 0% black 

Color of Ending point 80% black 

 

 

Form 3 (Related to Article 4) 

 

(1) The diameter of the external circle is to be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle is to be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle.  

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows.  

Parts Sizes 
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A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 

 

 

(3) Colors of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and "JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION", need to be black. 

 

Form 4 (Related to Article 4) 

 

(1) The diameter of the external circle is to be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle is to be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle.  

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows. 

Parts Sizes 

A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 
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(3) Color of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and characters of “JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地理的表示”, and “GI” are as follows; 

Part of Characte Color 

(a) White 

(b) PANTONE 199C or 0% cyan 

100% magenta 

65% yellow 

10% black 

(d) PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 

(e) PANTONE 4655C 70% or 17% cyan 

30% magenta 

45% yellow 

0% black 

Character of “JAPAN 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地

理的表示”, and “GI” 

PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 

 

 

(4) The color of (c) is to fall under all the following items: 

(i) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of the top of (c) meets 

the color of starting point stipulated in the following list and the color of 

3375/10000 from the top of (c) meets intermediate color between the color of 

starting point and that of end point stipulated in the following list; 

(ii) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of 3375/10000 from the top of 

(c) meets the intermediate color stipulated in (i) and the color of 4500/10000 from the 

top of (c) meets the color of end point stipulated in the following list.  

Name of color Color 

Color of Starting point PANTONE 4655C or 25% cyan 

40% magenta 

65% yellow 

0% black 

Color of Ending point PANTONE 4645C or 30% cyan 

50% magenta 

70% yellow 

10% black 

 

 

Form 5 (Related to Article 4) 
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(1) The diameter of the external circle is to be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle is to be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle.  

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows. 

Parts Sizes 

A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 

 

 

(3) Color of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and characters of “JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION”, “日本”, “地理的表示”, and “GI” are as follows; 

Part of Character Color 

(a) and character of “日本”, “地

理的表示”, and “GI” 

White 

(b) 100% black 

(d) and Character of "JAPAN 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION" 

65% black 

(e) 50% black 
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(4) The color of (c) is to fall under all the following items: 

(i) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of the top of (c) meets 

the color of starting point stipulated in the following list and the color of 

3375/10000 from the top of (c) meets intermediate color between the color of 

starting point and that of end point stipulated in the following list; 

(ii) variation of colors is to be homogeneous; the color of 3375/10000 from the top of 

(c) meets the intermediate color stipulated in (i) and the color of 4500/10000 from the 

top of (c) meets the color of end point stipulated in the following list.  

Name of color Color 

Color of Starting point 0% black 

Color of Ending point 80% black 

 

 

Form 6 (Related to Article 4) 

 

(1) The diameter of the external circle is to be over 15 mm and the diameter 

of the internal circle is to be 6216/10000 of the diameter of the external circle.  

(2) The dimensions from A to F of GI logo described above are as follows.  

Parts Sizes 
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A 6.75% of diameter of external circle 

B 45.16 of diameter of external circle 

C 21.82%of diameter of external circle 

D 38.88%of diameter of external circle 

E 5.5%of diameter of external circle 

F 56.06%of diameter of external circle 

 

 

(3) Colors of parts of (a), (b), (d), and (e) and "JAPAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

INDICATION" need to be black. 


