Outline of the Bill Partially Amending the Act on the Protection and

Management of Wildlife, and the Optimization of Hunting

If a bear, etc. comes people’s daily living areas, it may be shot with guns for the safety
of local residents.

B Background

In recent years, an increasing number of bears, etc. (brown bears,
Asian black bears, and wild boars) have come in people’s daily
living areas. In particular, the number of victims of bodily harm
due to bears reached an all-time high in FY 2023. (*1)

*1 Largest number since records began in 2006 (219 people in 198

incidents)

The current Act on the Protection and Management of Wildlife, and the
Optimization of Hunting prohibits hunting with guns in concentrated
residential or populated areas, etc. (*2), hunting with guns and shoot 250
in the direction of buildings, vehicles, or domestic animals, and
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situation is stalemated, a swifter, more preventative response becomes figures as of January 2025.
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H Main Amendments Revision of the System for Hunting Bears, etc. with Guns

(OThe mayor of a municipality may,
(1)if a Life-threatening Wildlife (a bear, etc.) invades people’s daily living areas (a residence, plaza, vehicle, etc.) (*3),
(2)urgent measures are necessary to prevent any threats to human life or body posed by that Life-threatening Wildlife,
(3)it proves difficult to suitably and swiftly capture, etc. the Life-threatening Wildlife by means other than hunting that
animal down with guns, and
(4)there is no risk of bullets hitting neighborhood residents and people in around due to evacuation, etc.,
entrust a licensed hunter (*4) to use a gun to hunt Life-threatening Wildlife (emergency shooting) (Article 38 not applicable).
*3 Including situations in which such an invasion is highly likely.
*4 Limited to persons who meet the skill requirements prescribed by Cabinet Order.

OIn implementing emergency shooting, the following related provisions have been developed.
* The mayor of a municipality may restrict traffic or issue an evacuation order to ensure the safety of neighborhood

residents and people in around, as necessary.
+ The mayor of a municipality may request support from prefectural governors.
+ The mayor of a municipality is to compensate for any loss or damage (property damage) due to emergency shooting. *5

*5 Expected to be covered by insurance

Brown bears coming a city An Asian black bear invading the courtyard of a Gun owners, etc. responding to the

building bear attack

G

Enable to take safe and swift response to a bear, etc. invading people’s daily living areas

<Effective Date> The day specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding 6 months from the date of promulgation

*In addition to the development of a system under the above bill, the national government will also provide financial aid (grants), technical support
(formulation of guidelines), and other support.
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