Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Agricultural
Chemicals Regulation Act

Background

O Improvement of the Safety of Agricultural Chemicals

It is necessary to make improvements in the agricultural chemical registration system so that it will be able to
efficiently and reliably reflect new knowledge and advances in evaluation methods concerning agricultural
chemical safety that has been accumulated through scientific developments.

O To contribute to the realization of even more efficient agriculture

In order to contribute to the realization of more efficient, low-cost agriculture by providing high quality and
inexpensive agricultural chemicals, it is necessary to rationalize the regulations regarding agricultural chemicals.

Note: in addition, in the Act on the Support for Strengthening Agricultural Competitiveness as well, regarding the regulations concerning
agricultural chemicals, reevaluation is taking place from the standpoints of safety improvement, harmonization with international
standards, and rationalization of the regulations based on the latest scientific evidence.

From the standpoint of the people, further improvement in the safety of agricultural
chemicals

From the standpoint of farmers: (1) improvement of the safety of farmwork; (2)
reduction in production costs; (3) promotion of exports
of agricultural products

From the standpoint of manufacturers of agricultural chemicals: promotion of

international marketing of agricultural chemicals originating in Japan

Outline of the Act

1.Introduction of a Reevaluation System

Regarding agricultural chemicals containing the same active ingredients, together on a
regular basis, reevaluation of safety, etc. in light of the latest scientific evidence will be
conducted. Also, by taking measures such as requiring reports from manufacturers of
agricultural chemicals on an annual basis, registrations will be reviewed when necessary,
and efforts will be made to realize the further improvement of agricultural chemical
safety. In addition, the current reregistration system will be abolished.

(Article 8. Article 9, Article 15, Article 29, former Article 5)

2.Revision of Agricultural Chemical Screening Procedures
1) Strengthening the Safety Screening of Agricultural Chemicals

(1) strengthen the evaluation of the impact of agricultural chemicals on their users

(2) strengthen the evaluation of the impact of agricultural chemicals on animals or
plants

(3) introduce the evaluation of the ingredients (active ingredients and impurities)

that the technical grade active ingredients (the main materials of agricultural
chemicals) contain (Article 3, paragraph (2))

2) Simplification of the Application Process for Generic Agricultural Chemicals
In the application process for generic agricultural chemicals, if the ingredients and
safety of the brand name agricultural chemicals and the technical grade active
ingredients are equivalent, a portion of the test data that is required to be submitted
may be omitted. (Article 3, paragraph (3))

Effective date: within 6 months of the date of promulgation (provided, however, that for 2. 1), (1) and (2) within 2 years
of the date of promulgation)
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