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Act on Special Measures Concerning Assistance in Self-Support of

the Homeless

Promulgation and Entry into Effect

L Y,
- Promulgation and entry into effect on August 7, 2002.

- The Act will lapse 25 years after the effective date. (Promulgation and entry into effect on
June 21, 2017 (10-year extension))

 Definition of the Homeless |

The homeless are defined as “those who utilize city parks, riverbanks, roads, train stations and
other facilities as their place of stay in order to live their daily lives.”

'Purpose of the Act |

Concerning support for the independence of homeless people, and for daily living support to
prevent people from becoming homeless, while clarifying the responsibilities that should be
borne by the national government, etc., and respecting the human rights of homeless people
and obtaining the cooperation of local communities, the Act will assist in solving the problems
related to homeless people through implementing the necessary policies.

Principal Matters Specified by the Act|

 The responsibility of the national government to formulate and implement comprehensive
policies;

- The implementation of a national survey;

- The formulation of the basic policy of the national government and the implementation plans
of local governments; etc.




Outline of the Act on Special Measures Concerning Assistance in

Self-Support of the Homeless

Purpose of the Act >

The purpose of the Act is to assist in solving the problems related to the homeless through implementing the necessary policies
concerning support for the independence of the homeless, and through providing daily living support to prevent people from
becoming homeless, while also clarifying the responsibilities that should be borne by the national government, etc. and respecting
the human rights of the homeless and obtaining the cooperation of local communities.

- Objectives, etc. concerning the support, etc. for the independence of the homeless;

- Assistance for the efforts of the homeless to achieve independence, the responsibility of the national government, etc.;

- Basic Policy and implementation plans;

- Implementation of a national survey; etc.

History of the Act D>

August 2002: The Act was enacted as 10-year temporary legislation (proposal by the Chair of the Committee on Health, Labour

and Welfare, House of Representatives)
June 2012: A law for partial amendment extending the expiration date for 5 years was enacted (proposal by the Chair of the

Committee on Health, Labour and Welfare, House of Representatives)
June 2017: Alaw for partial amendment extending the expiration date for 10 years was enacted (proposal by the Chair of the

Committee on Health, Labour and Welfare, House of Representatives)

Content of the 2017 Amendment \/

¥ <Background>
Even though the number of the homeless is on a declining trend, there are still 6,000 confirmed homeless persons, and taking

into account the current situation in which the population of the homeless is aging and the trend toward the homeless spending
increasingly long periods living on the streets, it will continue to be necessary to systematically and certainly advance policies to

A_support the independence of the homeless.

Before Amendment 10-Year Extension After Amendment
Expiration Date > Expiration Date
Until Augst 6, 2027

Until August 6, 2017

Note: To be effective on the date of promulgation.




