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Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Postal Act and

the Act on Correspondence Delivery by Private Business Operators

/ In order to enable Japan Post Co., Ltd. to flexibly adjust its postage in response to changes\
in the business environment while fulfilling its duty of accountability, the current system, under
which the maximum rates for standard—sized postal items are specified by Order of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, is to be revised to a system under which the Minister for Internal
Affairs and Communications approves the maximum rates based on an application by Japan
Post Co., Ltd., and to ensure equal competitive conditions between Japan Post Co., Ltd. and
general correspondence delivery business operators, similar changes are to be made to the
system governing the rates for correspondence items equivalent to standard-sized postal

\items, along with other necessary measures. /

Outline of the Amendment

1. Partial Amendment of the Postal Act (Act No. 165 of 1947)

(1) Review of regulations related to the maximum rates for standard-sized postal
items (Article 67, paragraphs 2 through 4)

The current system under which the maximum rates for standard-sized postal
items are specified by Order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications* is to be revised, and under the new system the Minister of
Internal Affairs and Communications is to authorize the maximum rates for
standard-sized postal items based on an application from Japan Post Co., Ltd.

*Prescribed as 110 yen under the current Order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and

Communications (Regulations for Enforcement of the Postal Act (Order of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications No. 5 of 2003

(2) Relaxation of general requirements for postage (Article 3)

The regulations on the “balancing of revenues and expenditures in postal
services” which represent the general requirements for postage, are to be
relaxed in order to give more freedom for management decisions by Japan Post
Co., Ltd. by allowing postage to be set while taking into account the financial
performance of non-postal service operations, along with other measures

2. Partial Amendment of the Act on Correspondence Delivery by Private
Business Operators (Act No. 99 of 2002) (rticle 16)

To continue to ensure the equal competitive conditions between Japan Post
Co., Ltd. and general correspondence delivery business operators, the system
governing rates for correspondence items equivalent to standard-sized postal
items is to be revised in the same manner as in 1. (1).
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