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Public Archives Act 
 

(Act No. 115 of December 15, 1987) 

 

(Purpose) 

Article 1  The purpose of this Act is to provide for necessary matters concerning a 

public archives, in view of the importance of preserving public records and 

archives as historical materials, and making them available for use.  

 

(Definitions) 

Article 2  The term "public records and archives" as used in this Act means 

public records and other records (excluding current ones) which are retained by 

the national or local governments. 

 

(Responsibilities) 

Article 3  The national and local government are responsible for taking 

appropriate measures for the preservation and use of public records and 

archives that are important as historical materials.  

 

(Public Archives) 

Article 4  (1) A public archives is a facility intended for preserving and making 

available for inspection public records and archives that are important as 

historical materials (including public records and archives that are important 

as historical materials retained by the State and other records; the same 

applies in the following paragraph), as well as for conducting research and 

study related to those public records and archives 

(2) A public archives is to have a director, personnel with expertise who conduct 

research and study of the public records and archives which are important as 

historical materials, and necessary personnel. 

 

Article 5  (1) The national government or local government establishes a public 

archives, in addition to what is provided for in the National Archives of Japan 

Act (Act No. 79 of 1999). 

(2) Matters concerning the establishment of a public archives established by a 

local government must be specified by Ordinance of the local government.  

 

(Accommodation with Funds) 

Article 6  The national government is to endeavor to provide a local government 

with the accommodation or mediation of funds necessary for the establishment 

of a public archives. 



2 

 

(Technical Guidance and Advice) 

Article 7  The Prime Minister may provide a local government with technical 

guidance or advice regarding the administration of a public archives, upon its 

request. 

 

Supplementary Provisions  [Extract] 

 

(Effective Date) 

(1) This Act comes into effect on the day specified by Cabinet Order within a 

period not exceeding six months from the date of promulgation.  

 

(Special Provisions for Personnel with Expertise) 

(2) It is possible for a public archives established by a local government not to 

have the personnel with expertise stated in Article 4, paragraph (2), until 

otherwise provided for by law. 

 

Supplementary Provisions  [Act No. 161 of December 22, 1999]  [Extract]  

 

(Effective Date) 

Article 1  This Act comes into effect on the day specified by Cabinet Order within 

a period not exceeding six months from January 6, 2001. 


