Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Comprehensive Legal Support Act

January 2024 Judicial System Department, Minister's Secretariat, Ministry of Justice

Current support services for victims and their families provided by the Japan Legal Support

Center (JLSC) (Article 30, paragraph (1) of the Comprehensive Legal Support Act)
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o Civil Legal Aid Services (item (ii)) - !
Only persons who lack financial means are eligible. |

|

[}

[}

The services of this type the JLSC offers are limited to arranging for legal consultations and paying the attorney fees and
other costs needed to prepare for and pursue civil, family, and administrative court proceedings in the form of a loan.

® Legal Consultation Services to Prevent Further Damage from Spousal Violence, Stalking, ﬂsil?i_litm:
and Child Abuse (item (v)) -—serlylc_ttesdare |
Imite

Only victims of spousal violence, stalking, and child abuse are eligible; the only service of this type the JLSC offers is :
arranging for legal consultations. !

@ Providing Information on the Assistance Offered to Victims and Their Families (item (viii)) |
[}

[}

[}

The services of this type the JLSC offers are limited to providing information concerning systems for supporting victims and
their families and providing information concerning support organizations and other persons. .

Victims and their families need comprehensive and continuous support from an early stage

This amendment creates an attorney-based victim support system

Service Content

The amendment adds to the JLSC's services

® |n order to allow victims and their families to deal with criminal proceedings appropriately and to help them recover from the
damage or alleviate the pain they have suffered, the JLSC's services will be increased to include:

1. arranging for the needed legal consultations; and

2. having contract attorneys and other legal services provider handle the needed legal services and associated services.

[Examples of needed legal services] [Examples of associated services]

- Preparing and submitting a damage report or first-hand crime report - Going with victims and their families to the authorities, to court, or to an

-Negotiating a settlement with the injuring party B

- Accompanying victims and their families at the trial
+Providing representation in an action for damages panying

-Helping victims and their families get the appropriate support from

- Applying for the Crime Victims Benefit related organizations

-Responding to news organizations

* victims and their families: "persons who have sustained an injury due to a crime or their spouses, lineal
relatives, or siblings, if such a person has died or suffered serious physical or mental harm" (Article 6 of the
Comprehensive Legal Support Act)

Eligible Victims and
Family Members

(1) Victims of the following crimes or attempts at the following crimes, and their families:

1. a crime constituting an intentional, criminal act resulting in a person's death
- Homicide (Article 199 of the Penal Code), injury causing death (Article 205 of the Penal Code), dangerous driving causing death (Articles 2 and 3 of the Act on

Punishment of Acts Inflicting Death or Injury on Others by Driving a Motor Vehicle, etc.), and other crimes

2. specific sex crimes under the Penal Code and crimes whose constituent criminal acts include a criminal act that constitutes such a sex crime

(other than crimes stated in 1. above).
+ Indecent assault (Article 176 of the Penal Code), penetrative sexual assault (Article 177 of the Penal Code), penetrative sexual assault causing injury (Article 181, paragraph (2)

of the Penal Code), and other crimes

(2) Victims of the criminal acts specified by Cabinet Order as crimes that harm a person’s life, body, or mind (other than crimes prescribed in (1),
above) , who have suffered damage to the extent specified by Cabinet Order, and these victims' families.

Requirements
® |t is likely that the victim's or family's payment of the expenses needed to prepare for or pursue proceedings so that they will
be able to deal with criminal proceedings appropriately or to prepare for or pursue litigation or other proceedings so that they
will be able to recover from the damage or alleviate the pain they have suffered will make it difficult for them to maintain

their standard of living.

Effective Date

® Date specified by Cabinet Order within 2 years from the date of its promulgation

(* Victims of criminal acts occurring after the effective date of the amended Act and their
families constitute the eligible victims and family members referred to in (1) and (2))
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