Purpose of the Amendments

In light of the increase in the number of single-person elderly households, etc., and in order to further promote the self-reliance of persons in need, etc., by providing
support for securing stable housing for those who have difficulty in securing housing, and by enhancing support for children in households on welfare, etc., the following
is proposed: (1) measures to strengthen housing support, (2) measures to address child poverty, (3) measures to strengthen cooperation among support-related
organizations.

Outline of AmMendments

1. Measures to strengthen housing support [Act for Supporting the Self-Reliance of Persons in Need, Public Assistance Act, Social Welfare Act]

(1) Clarify consultation support concerning housing, etc. by local governments for those who have difficulty in securing housing, and strengthen consistent housing
support from the time of moving in, while residing, and when moving out. (Consultation support for the self-reliance of persons in need, and the Multilayered
Support System Development Program)

(2) Support stable living in the community through strengthening the community residential support, etc. by making it an obligation of local governments to make
efforts to provide support such as watching over residents, etc.

(3) Expand the scope of those who are eligible for the housing security benefits for persons in need so that they have a stable living environment by moving to low-
rent housing, etc.

(4) As a measure to ensure the effectiveness of advance notification concerning free and low-cost lodging facilities, establish provisions that require municipalities to
make efforts to notify prefectures of facilities suspected of being unregistered, and establish penalties for violation of notification obligations.

2. Measures to Address Child Poverty [Public Assistance Act]

(1) Establish a system that provides children and their guardians in households on welfare with early support for their future independence by making it a statutory
program to visit them and provide them with information and advice on how to improve their learning and living environment, utilize scholarships, etc.

(2) When a child from a household on welfare graduates from high school, etc. finds a job, and becomes self-supporting, a lump-sum payment is to be provided to
cover the cost of starting a new life, for supporting self-reliance in establishing a foundation for living.

3. Measures for strengthening cooperation among support-related organizations [Act for Supporting the Self-Reliance of Persons in Need, Public

Assistance Act]

(1) From the viewpoint of strengthening nationwide implementation of support for employment preparation and improvement of household finances, increase the
government subsidy rate for household finance improvement support for persons in need, and make the support for public assistance recipients statutory.

(2) With regard to providing job preparation support, household finance improvement support, and housing support to persons in need, establish a new system that
public assistance recipients can also use these supports to strengthen coordination between the two systems.

(3) To strengthen the ability to respond to cases with diverse and complex issues, establish a conference body* to exchange information and study support systems
among related organizations.
*Making it mandatory to make efforts to establish support councils for persons in need, and creating provisions to establish a council body on support for public
assistance recipients, etc.

(4) Establish a system that obligates prefectures to make efforts to analyze data on medical assistance and health management support programs from a wide-area
perspective, and provide information to municipalities to promote appropriate medical assistance and effective implementation of health management support
programs, etc. Etc.

Effective date

April 1, 2025 (however, 2(2) is effective as of the date of proclamation* and 2(1) is effective as of October 1, 2024) *2(2) is retroactively applied as of January 1, 2024.
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