Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Basic Act on Food, Agriculture, and Rural Areas

O In response to recent changes in the world’s food supply and demand , the progress of global warming, the decline in the population in Japan, and other changes in the situation
surrounding food, agriculture, and rural areas, the basic principles will be reviewed and related basic measures will be established, in order to ensure food securify, establish a food
system in harmony with the environment, improve productivity for the sustainable development of agriculture, and maintain, etc. local communities in rural areas.
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Summary of the Bill

Ensure Food Security

(1) The basic principles include

@ “Ensuring food security” is defined as “a state in which a stable supply of high-quality food must be maintained at a
reasonable price and be available to each and every citizen.” (Related to Article 2, paragraph 1)

@ 1In order to ensure a stable supply of food to the people, in view of the importance of securing the infrastructure of
agricultural production, etc., and provisions for the ability to supply food must be maintained through the development
of agriculture and the food industry, in addition to supplying food domestically, by exporting overseas. (Related to Article 2,
paragraph 4)

® Provisions for the setting of reasonable prices for food, the reasonable costs required for a sustainable supply of food
by farmers, food business operators, consumers, and other stakeholders in the food system should be taken into account,
while appropriately reflecting the circumstances of supply and demand and quality assessment. (Related to Article 2,
paragraph 5)

(2) Basic measures include,

@ Ensuring smooth access to food (food access) (securing means of transportation, etc.), and ensuring stable imports of
agricultural products and agricultural materials (diversification of import partners, promotion of investments, etc.)
(Related to Article 19 and 21)

@ Promoting agricultural exports that contribute to increased profitability (fostering export production areas,
promoting the efforts of associations involved from production to sales (product associations), and supporting the
development, etc. of demand in the export partner countries (Related to Article 22)

® Provisions for the promoting understanding among food system stakeholders in the consideration of costs in price
formation, and the clarification of costs. (Related to Article 23 and 39)

Establish a Food System in Harmony with the Environment

(1) The new basic principles include provisions that food systems must be in harmony with the environment which is
achieved by reducing the environmental burden, with the knowledge that each stage of food supply has an impact on
the environment. (Related to Article 3)

(2) Basic measures include provisions for the promotion of reducing the environmental impact caused by agricultural
production and business activities in the food industry. (Related to Article 20 and 32)

Sustainable Development of Agriculture

(1) It should also be noted in the basic principles that sustainable development of agriculture must be achieved through improved
productivity and added value. (Related to Article 5)

(2) Basic measures include provisions for securing farmland through many types of farmers that are not able to agriculturally manage in
an efficient and stable way, strengthening the management base of agricultural corporations, collectivizing and utilizing farmland
appropriately, preserving agricultural production infrastructure, improving productivity using advanced technology, etc. (smart
technology), increasing the added value of agricultural products (protection and utilization, etc. of intellectual property), promoting
the activities of business operators (service entities) that provide support for agricultural management, preventing the outbreak of
infectious diseases and pests in livestock, and mitigating the impact, etc. of price fluctuations of agricultural supplies. (Related to
Articles 26 through 31, Article 37, 38, 41, and 42)

Developm of Rural Areas

(1) It should also be noted in the basic principles that the development of rural areas must be promoted to maintain local communities.
related to Article 6

(2) Basic measures include provisions promoting joint efforts contributing to the conservation of farmland, promoting business activities

that utilize local resources, promoting business activities that provide opportunities to stay in rural areas (farm stays), and improving the

environment for agricultural labor for people with disabilities, etc. (agricultural welfare cooperation), and countermeasures, etc. for

damage caused by wildlife. (Related to Articles 43 through 49)
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