Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Act on the Establishment of
Agricultural Promotion Regions, in Order to Secure Farmland and Effectively
Utilize that Land for a Stable Food Supply

Background

As the global food supply and demand becomes unstable due to the changes in international conditions, and as domestic |
farmland area and number of farmers continue to decline, it is necessary to take the following measures in farmland-related !
systems to ensure a stable supply of food to the people in the future 5 Arable land area (Source: Statistics on !
I
|
|

O Securing farmland, the foundation for domestic agricultural production Arable Land and Crop Area): 4.61 million
O Promoting the use of farmland by those who use it appropriately and efficiently ha (2009) — 4.3 million ha (2023)
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Outline of the Act

—1 1. Amendment of the Act on the Establishment of Agricultural Promotion Regions

@ Clarify the policy objective, which is to secure a stable supply of food and the agricultural land necessary
for this purpose, and based on this, the responsibilities of the national and local governments, and the
matters to be included in the basic national guidelines and basic prefectural policies will also be clarified
(Article 1, Article 1-2, Article 3-2, paragraph 2 and Article 4, paragraph 2)

@ DeVCIOp measures to secure farmland (Article 5-2, Article 10, paragraph 3, Article 13, paragraphs 2, 5, and 6)
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—| 2. Amendment of the Cropland Act

(D Make stricter procedures for farmland conversion

a. Establish a system for periodic reporting by those who receive permission to convert farmland to prevent unsuitable conversions
(Article 4, paragraph 7 and Article 5, paragraph 3)

o
=]
iy
=
ho)
o
St
[a]
p—
=
2
)
Q
=
1]
<
G
(@}
o
=]
=
E
=
(@}
89
(D)
=
=
<
H
<
S
Q
=
Q
(D)
wn

b. Establish a system to publicize when a person who has committed a violation and has been ordered to take measures, such as
restoring the property to its original condition, etc., does not take those ordered measures by the deadline of those orders, etc.
(Article 51, paragraph 3)

@ Develop measures to ensure appropriate and efficient use of farmland

a. Add the status of personnel assigned to farm work, and compliance with agricultural laws and regulations as examples of
permission requirements for acquiring rights to farmland (Article 3, paragraph 2)

b. Clarify that, with respect to a corporation qualified to own farmland, if shares with veto rights are issued, agricultural
stakeholders should hold the majority of voting rights at its class shareholders’ meeting (Article 2, paragraph 3)

3. Amendment of the Act on Reinforcement of the Agricultural Management Framework

(@ Expedite and mandate procedures for establishing rights for owners of idle farmland within regional planning areas (Article 22-7)

@ In order to strengthen the management framework of corporate entities that serve as a receptacle for people and farmland in the
region, a special exception will be made for voting rights requirements when a corporation qualified to own farmland receives
certification from the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries for a plan to develop agricultural management through
collaborative measures with food business operators through investment. (Chapter 3-2, etc.)

<Measure to Dispel Concerns in Rural Areas>

<Concept for Exceptions to Voting Requirements> * Regarding requirements for plan certification, provisions include being a

Overy 12 person who holds a position in the regional plan, having a certain track
[ — e - record as a certified farmer, and using farmland appropriately, etc.
Agricultural Stakeholders ®  Operators, etc. I Other I * The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries certifies each
Y . conversion of farmland, etc.
Over 1/3 50% * The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries supervises even after

Promote Appropriate and Efficient Use of Farmland

the plan is certified, etc.

Effective Date The date specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding one year from the date of promulgation
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