Outline of the Act on the Revision, etc. of Related Acts to Promote Reform for
Increasing Independence and Autonomy of Local Communities
(The 14th Consolidative Act on Decentralization)

p Basic Principles

€ From 2014, regarding the decentralization reform, the “Recruitment of
Proposal Method” was introduced.

€ Taking into consideration the “Proposal for the Response Guidelines for
the 2023 Proposals, etc. from the Various Regions” (22 December, 2023

Cabinet Decision), establishment of the related laws will be conducted.
* The response guidelines (extract): “Concerning the matters for which measures should be taken in response to
amendment of the laws, the basic activity will be presentation of the necessary omnibus bill, etc. to the 2024
ordinary Diet session”.

Main History

-
2013

March: Headquarters for Promoting Decentralization Reform was inaugurated
(Chief: Prime Minister).

2014

April: the execution policy for the recruitment of proposals concerning the
decentralization reform was determined.
(Afterwards, the 5th -13th omnibus acts were enacted)

2023

Late June: hearing was conducted with the proposing organization.
Middle of July: 1st hearing was conducted with the relevant ministries.
Early September: 2nd hearing was conducted with the relevant ministries.

November 16: The Decentralization Reform Committee of experts authorizes
the “Proposal for the Response Guidelines for the 2023

Proposals, etc. from the Various Regions”.

December 22: Headquarters for Promoting Decentralization Reform
determines the “Proposal for the Response Guidelines for the
2023 Proposals, etc. from the Various Regions”.
" The above guidelines were approved by Cabinet decision.
2024

March 15: The “Bill on the Revision, etc. of Related Acts to Promote Reform
for Increasing Independence and Autonomy of Local
Communities” was approved by Cabinet decision.

Office for Decentralization Reform,
Cabinet Office, Government of Japan

March 15, 2024
Cabinet Decision

N

Outline of the Matters of the Amended Act (8 matters and 9 laws)

(i) Establishment of a structure for information coordination for homecoming
birth, etc.

(Maternal and Child Health Act)

(i1)) Extension of the expiration date of special provisions, etc., which allows a
person to become a childcare teacher, etc. in a child center in coordination
between kindergarten and nursery center, with only either a kindergarten
teacher's license or a nursery teacher qualification
(Act Partially Amending the Act on Advancement of Comprehensive Service Related to Education, Child
Care, etc. of Preschool Children; Education Personnel Certification Act).

(ii1) Extension of the implementation period of projects eligible for the national
treasury's sharing of public school’s facility improvement expenses (within 2
business years — within 3 business years).

(Act on National Treasury's Sharing of Expenses for Facilities of Compulsory Education Schools, etc.)

(iv) Elimination of the need for graduates of training schools for registered
dietitians to obtain a registered dietitian license as a qualification to sit for the
National Examination for Registered Dietitians.

(Dietitians Act)

(v) Abolition of the functions via prefectures related to online veterinarian
notification.
(Veterinarians Act)

(vi) Utilization of designated confirmation and inspection bodies related to
examination and inspection of notifications of plans for buildings owned or
managed by the national government, prefectures, or municipalities that have
building officials.

(Building Standards Act).

(vii) Revision of related documents subject to the inspection system for the register
of Real Estate Brokers, etc.
(Real Estate Brokerage Act)

(viii)Elimination of the need for notification based on the Act on Advancement of
Expansion of Public Lands in relation to land that was offered for purchase
based on the Productive Green Land Act.

(Act on Advancement of Expansion of Public Lands)

Date of enforcement

(1) April 1, 2025

(2) If (1) is difficult to do so — on the date individually determined other than (1) 1




Establishment of a structure for information coordination for homecoming birth, etc.

(Maternal and Child Health Act)

Effective Date:
/ \ (1) The day in which 3 months have elapsed from the day of
promulgation
O There is no structure in place concerning PrOblem (ii) The date specified by Cabinet Order within a period not
. X . exceeding 3 years from the day of promulgation
information sharing on health checkups, etc. for
expectant and nursing mothers, etc. between the O In the municipality of the hometown, it is difficult to
municipalities of the hometown and the place of provide close support for expectant and nursing mothers,
domicile. etc., such as consultation services and visits by public

health nurses, etc., that takes into account of their
physical and mental conditions.

*Under the current Act, the municipality of the place of domicile is
able to request information concerning health checkups only from the
municipality in which the expectant and nursing mothers, etc. have
resided in the past.
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GEnable requests for information to be made between the \ [RCSU.I'[ \
municipality of the hometown and the municipality of -
> domicile, regardless of whether or not the person has O The municipality of the hometown can also obtain
- resided in the area in the past. information on health checkups, etc. of the expectant and
o " . . nursing mothers, etc., enabling effective support for
— Furthermore, work is in progress to enable these municipalities to request tant and . th ¢ ho h ¢ dt
— information on postpartum care and other services in addition to health exp.ec ant and nursing mothers, etc. who have returned to
(’:’s‘ checkups. their hometown.
= O In the future, as Digital Transformation (DX) in maternal
(<D and child health progresses, foundations for information O Enables prompt and efficient information sharing
= coordination, such as the Health Insurance Claims between the municipality of the hometown and municipality
< Review & Reimbursement services, can be utilized to of domicile.

build a system where information sharing ¢
done online.

-

” N




Extension of the deadline for special provisions, etc. which allows a person to become a childcare teacher, etc. in
a child center in coordination between kindergarten and nursery center, with only either a kindergarten

teacher's license or a nursery teacher qualification

(Act Partially Amending the Act on Advancement of Comprehensive Service Related to Education, Childcare, etc. of Preschool Children; Education Personnel License Act)

Efffective Date:
(i) Date of promulgation *Extension of special measures
(1) and (2) for 5 years
ﬁNursery school teachers, etc., working in child center in \ /I)robl em (ii) April 1, 2027 *Excluding senior childcare teachers and
coordination between kindergarten and nursery center must have advanced skill childcare teachers from the subject of the
both a kindergarten teacher's license and a nursery teacher's license. special measures in (1)
Q Special *By the end of FY 2024 OT.he special measure§ may expire and it is llkel.v to becom?
o For 10 years from the enforcement of the difficult to secure childcare teachers, etc. at child centers in
:2 measures Act for Partial Revision of the Act on . . .
o Certified Children Conters coordination between kindergarten and nursery center.
E'- (1)A person may become a childcare teacher, etc. with While the percentage of childcare teachers, etc. who
! either one of the following licenses or qualifications: hold both requirements has been steadily improving in
= a kindergarten teacher license, or a nursery teacher recent years, the number of employees holding onl
(= g ry y ploy g only
= qualification. one of the two requirements was approximately
o (2)Those who hold only one license/qualification and 12,000, as of April 1, 2022, due to the increase in the
= have a certain level of work experience may obtain number of facilities. (8% of childcare teachers, etc. at
the other license/qualification by acquiring a certain child centers in coordination between kindergarten and
k number of credits, etc. / \nursery center). /

-

-

. . N 7 N
Extension of special Result . e

> for 5 OThe number of child-care  * l" \f
= measures 1or 5 years providers and human -
< *However, the special measures that allow resources for child-care
= a person to become a senior or advanced services will be secured for ‘ =
o skill childcare teacher with only one of the ti bei -
= the licenses or qualifications will be ¢ ume being.
@ extended for 2 years. ™ OEnables each facility and municipality
o *Make efforts to promote acquisition of the dual X to make systematic efforts to acquire

requirements within the special exception period, . . . .
2 by raising awareness of the dual requirement -AL\ quallﬁcatlﬂns requlred for childcare

system, formulating personnel plans at each teaChel‘S, etc. within the special

facility, and publicizing the status of dual

\ requirement acquisition. _/I \ exceptlﬂn pCI'IOd. /




Extension of the implementation period of projects eligible for the National Treasury's share of public

MITAY Y} IV

school’s facility improvement expenses

(from within 2 business years — within 3 business years) (Act on National Treasury's Sharing of Expenses for Facilities of Compulsory Education Schools, etc.)

uonemIs JuaLIn)

K)Proiects that are scheduled to be completed within 2
years are eligible for the National Treasury's share of
public school’s facility development project expenses.

*Administrative procedures policy for the National Treasury's share of public school’s
facility improvement expenses based on the Act on National Treasury's Sharing of
Expenses for Facilities of Compulsory Education Schools, etc. (notification by the
director of the division)

Oln this Act, there is a provision that assumes that the
implementation period of the National Treasury expense-

sharing project is 2 business years or less.

*Secondary schools, etc. and special needs education schools

Application for Application .
certification for and Start of Implementa Project
and approval of decision on CONSRIEHED tion of C;‘;‘rlz(l)e;:;;:d
the project grant of dues order project  construction T
< Within 2 business >
years

Effective Date: April 1, 2025

/ Problem N\

OWith the introduction of a 2-day holiday workweek in the
construction industry, and the application of working hour
regulations to the construction industry since 2024, there
will be cases in which the project period exceeds 2
business years.

OCurrently, projects that exceed 2 business years are not
eligible for National Treasury expense-sharing projects, and
local governments and public organizations may be
forced to bear the cost of such projects on their own.

ﬂ TR
MO
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@The laws and regulations will be revised to include\
projects that are implemented over a 3 years
period to be eligible for National Treasury
expense-sharing project in cases for new

extention projects of elementary and junior high
schools, etc.

*The law revision targets secondary schools, etc., and special needs education
schools (except for those listed on the left; it will become possible to implement
the project for 3 business years by revising the administrative procedures policies
(notice by the director of the division), etc.).

Application for Application '
certification for and Start of Implementa Project
and approval of decision on COESTEHo tion of C‘I’)’;l;ierz’;zzd
the project grant of dues order project construction Teport
< Within 3 business _
t years j

(] Result )

OThe implementation period for projects eligible for the
National Treasury expense-sharing projects will be
extended, and each local government will be able to
carry out the improvement of the public school’s
facilities in a more systematic manner by equalizing
the financial burden.

== [CCoO000 7
00
00 >
A T
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Elimination of the need for graduates of training schools for registered dietitians to obtain a registered

uonemIs JuaLIn)
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dietitian license as a qualification to sit for the National Examination for Registered Dietitians
(Dietitians Act)

OGraduates of training schools for registered
dietitians* must obtain a dietitian license in
order to meet the qualifications to sit for the
National Examination for Registered Dietitians.

Training schools for
registered dietitians

Actual work
experience

Training schools for
dietitians

OSUOI] URIIAI(T

*Including those who are expected to graduate from training schools for
\registered dietitians. The same applies below. /

Effective Date: April 1, 2025

/Problem

OThere is a need for the graduates of 6%
training schools for registered dietitians &
to obtain a dietitian license in order to &( m
meet the qualifications to take the =

examination, and the application
procedure and payment of the
application fee are becoming a burden
for those graduates.

OFor prefectures, it is becoming a
burden to issue etc., the dietitian
licenses in order to meet the

\qualiﬁcations to take the examination.

)

-

/ OConcerning graduates of training schools for
registered dietitians, it is no longer necessary to
obtain a dietitian license as a qualification to
sit for the National Examination for
Registered Dietitians*.

e e

* .
Training schools for . -
o o 0.0 \d
registered dietitians Ceuss
k.
Training schools for 22 Actual work
dietitians o § experience

*Graduates of training schools for dietitians, are required to have a dietitian

OGraduates of training schools for
registered dietitians are no longer
required to obtain a dietitian license
in order to meet the qualifications to sit
for the National Examination for
Registered Dietitians, thus reducing
their burden.

OPrefectures will no longer be required
to issue etc., dietitian licenses for J
graduates of training schools for
registered dietitians, in order for them to /2
meet the qualifications to take the exam,

license to obtain actual work experience, which is necessary as a
qualification to sit for the National Examination for Registered Dietitians. /

\thus reducing their burden.

" Result )




Abolition of the Functions via Prefectures Related to Online
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Veterinarian Notification (Veterinarians Act)

6Veterinarians must notify the national government oh
their address, name, place of work, etc. via the
prefecture of domicile once every 2 years

ONotification is submitted on paper or online*

<Notification Process> *Online notification started in FY 2022

Veterinarian

National government (Minister of

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) j

Enforcement date: The day on which 3 months has
elapsed from the day of promulgation

/ Problem

on the system, which causes

\administrative burdens.

oy
[Eher L S

OEven in the case of online notification,
prefectures are required to send the
notification to the national government

ot

@In the case of online notification, the notification does \
not need to go through the prefectural government,
and the veterinarian should submit the notification

directly to the national government

*Paper notification will continue to go through prefectures for the
convenience of notifiers

<In case of online > m |

Veterinarian

Notification
(online)

the notification at the
prefectural level, and reduce
the administrative burden

A & |
/s -

(" Result w
OThis will improve the v o+
efficiency related to process LN
v




Utilization of designated confirmation and inspection bodies related to examination and inspection of

notifications of plans for buildings owned or managed by the national government, prefectures, or
municipalities that have building officials. (Building Standards Act)

uonemIs UL
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Enforcement Date: Date specified by

@The entity that may examine and inspect, etc. buildings will\
differ depending on the type of the construction owner.

The national
government/prefecture/

Private sector
(building
confirmation)

Construction owner municipality with
building officials

(plan notification*)

ity Bull(.ilng O
- officials
examina .
tion and Demgnate.d
. . confirmation X O
nspecti . .
and inspection
on, etc. .
bodies

[ . . HEEK
*Plan notification: If the construction owner who intends to construct a /
building or do major repairs or remodeling is the national government, a [ HE ]

prefecture, or a municipality, the head of the national government bodies, etc. 8 8 & B
must notify a building official of that plan instead of building confirmation M »
rior to the start of the construction work. = =

6 months from the date of promulgation

Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding

/Problem

OWhen the number of plan notifications
increases rapidly* due to reconstruction of aging
public housing or reconstruction of public
facilities in the event of a major disaster, it
becomes difficult for the building officials to
smoothly conduct examination and inspection,

*Due to the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
number of notifications tripled from the usual !
years in Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures (2014). _'

-

>

/ODesignated confirmation and inspection bodies will \

also be able to examine and inspect buildings owned
or managed by the national government, prefectures, or

municipalities that have building officials.

The national
government/prefecture/
municipality with
building officials
(plan notification*)

Entity Building
for officials O O

Private sector
(building
confirmation)

Construction owner

examin

ation Designated

and confirmation O O
inspecti and inspection B @

\ on, etc. bodies '7 ‘ j

[Result )

OIt will become possible to conduct examination and
inspection smoothly.

OBy reducing workload of building officials, it will
become possible for them to focus on other work
other than examination work (audit, correcting
violations, disposition, etc.).

REED
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Revision of Related Documents Subject to the Inspection System for the Register of Real

Estate Brokers, €fC. (Real Estate Brokerage Act)

Enforcement Date: April 1, 2025

/ Inspection system based on the Real \ /Problem \
Estate Brokerage Act

When inspection is digitized:

In order to enable consumers, etc., who conducts ) .

transactions with a Real Estate Broker to select an OAIl documents listed on the left that are submitted
appropriate broker, prefectures must make the in paper form will need to be digitized (e.g.., PDF
following documents available for public format),This will place a heavy administrative

inspection:

 Register of Real Estate Brokers
= License application documents
= Change notification documents

burden on prefectures.

OSome of them contain personal information such as
names and addresses, and there are issues from the
viewpoint of privacy protection. M

Sy

uonemIs JuaLIn)

*The policy of reviewing the inspection of the register of Real Estate
Brokers has been indicated as being based on digital completion

_—
(“Process chart for review of analog regulations based on digital principles” (temporary ) —
digital administrative research Committee. December 21, 2022)). \ = /

‘ While taking into consideration the purport of the inspection system, re-examine the information that should
be subject to inspection.

@For the documents subject to inspection, while taking thm \

purport of the inspection system into consideration: Result
> - rationalize the documents to be inspected to the extent that it O Allowing for the reduction of administrative
’(,:_DP does not mterfe.re with .the selection of a Real Estate Broker by burden on prefectures related to digitization
— a person who wishes to inspect them; .. . . f .
— = exclude information that constitutes as privacy information. relatedto-digitization—and protection of pr 1vacy,
(’:DY‘ O Information to be excluded from inspection while takmg into account the purport of the
W * A document pledging that the applicant does not fall under any of the nsp ection SyStem'
(@} disqualification requirements; photographs of the office % . .
S ) * Addresses of officers, etc.; names and addresses of full-time Real FOI'. p roceduljes O.n l‘lcense application, etc., ‘the system
o Estate Transaction Specialist, environment is being improved, and the system is scheN
g etc. to go online sequentially from FY2024. o1

*In addition to the preparations of provisions accompanying the above, I m

information that continues to be subject to inspection and that has been

\ delegated to the Ministerial Order is to be clearly stated in the law. / \ P /




Elimination of the need for notification based on the Act on Advancement of Expansion of Public Lands

in relation to land that was offered for purchase based on the Productive Green Land Act
(Act on Advancement of Expansion of Public Lands)

Enforcement date: the day on which 3 months have

ﬁ When transferring productive green land to make into real \ / bl clapsed from the date of promulzation \
estate, etc., a purchase offer under the Productive Green PI’O—Gl’Il
Land Act (*1) and notification procedures under the OSimilar procedures for purchase offer (A) and
Expansion of Public Lands Act (Act on Advancement of notification (B) are required, creating a double burden
® Expansion of Public Lands? are conducted. on land owners and local governments.
c —\ (A) Productive Green/ A\
= Land Act g
g — (i) Purchase offer*1 = §
— & B » 2w
4 a (iiii) Notice - & ORequirement of both procedures cause delays in land
=l o . 52 3 transactions
& (B) Expansion of E2 2
5 g Public Lands Act o g 5 A .\
= o (i) Notification _ g a L 2 i \O,04
aliv < I ] o gk, 0
(iii) Notice 2 = LIS “

(*2) Municipalities under the Productive Green Land Act, and prefectures or cities under the Expansion of Public Lands Act, each receives offers or notifications, and

(*1) A purchase offer can be made in cases such as when 30 years have passed since the designation of the land as a productive green land.
’ inquire the local governments and public land development corporations and other organizations (local governments, etc.) on whether or not they wish to purchase

Notification procedure (B) is no longer required (*3) only \
for those who have made a purchase offer (A) for land until Result

one year has passed from the day following the day on which
the mayor of the municipality notifies the person of not

purchasing that land O Eliminates the double burden on

>
—
a — (A) Productive Green/ \
= ) P et c land owners and local governments.
=3 (i) Purchase offer*1 = § .
;Du QS - = OShorter time to transfer land, thereby
I see . < L L L L3
< o (iii) Notice 4 og' g facilitating land transactions. h
6 ; % (B) Expansion of Public § % cEn =
2 = Lands Act @ o Er "
= ~ <
o . 2 o o
= | Notrequired s £ m
\_ __J %) RN )

(%3)In a:iiditjon to pmldu%t)ive green land, the same measures will be taken for specified productive green land (those, of which designation will be extended for 10 years etc., after 30 years have passed from its designation as
productive green lan
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