Act Partially Amending the Road Traffic Act (Outline) (Promulgated on May 24, 2024)

Development of Provisions for Bicycle Traffic Accident Preventi
@ Prohibition of Cellular Telephone Usage While Riding a Bicycle and

Riding Under the Influence of Alcohol O The number of traffic accidents
Number of Traffic Accidents Caused by Cellular Rate of Serious Injuries and Fatalities due to Riding caused by cellular telephone usage
Telephone Usage Bicycles Under the Influence of Alcohol while I'ldll'lg bicycles is increasing
Approx. 53.9% - . e
o [ibpros. 3357 454 % 30. 8% (20132022 Cum. Total) O The rate of serious injuries and

% fatalities due to riding bicycles under

the influence of alcohol is high
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(Ref)) In the case of motor vehicles, motorcycles and Under the Influence of Alcohol  Not Under the Influence of Alcohol lnﬂuence Of alCOhOl, and deVelop
motorized bicycles, the number of traffic accidents

decreased by approximately 21 8%, (Ref) Lr:ctyllelecqae; :far:aeomvle:g;e motoreyeles and motorized pengl provisions, to prevent traffic
2 Establishment of Provisions to Ensure Bicycle, etc. Safety accidents
There is an increasing trend of the proportion of accidents involving motor vehicles, etc. and bicycles
== * traveling in the same direction in which the right side of the bicycle is the collision point (Up to 53% in 2022)
{ T ——

As a new obligation to prevent side-swipe collisions between motor vehicles, etc. and
bicycles, etc. on the roadways, if a motor vehicle, etc. passes a bicycle, etc. on the right
side, and there is not enough space between them:

Mot . .
Vehic?es, retc. should proceed at a safe speed based on the distance between themselves and the bicycle, etc.

should proceed as far over to the left side of the lane as possible

@) Application of the Traffic Infraction Notification Procedure to Bicycles, etc.

As the number of bicycle traffic violation arrests increases, the current procedure in place for handling violations (criminal
procedures) mean lengthy procedures at traffic control sites, appearance in person at the police station at a later date, and the
possibility of a resulting criminal record.

Streamline the system by making certain violations committed by cyclists (excluding those under 16 years old) subject to the
traffic infraction notification procedure.

[The Relationship Between the Traffic Infraction Notification Procedure and Criminal Procedures]

i Infiactions Police Public Prosecutor’s Office Court
10lations Subpject to

* Imprisonment
* Fine, etc.

Prosecution
prosecution

Traffic Infraction Infraction
Notification Procedure) Notice Investigation Referral l

Ex) Ignoring a Traffic Signal ‘

Speed Violation | Not Guilty
Ignoring a Stop Sign Non-
Payment

X Because payment of the penalty is “optional,” by
not paying the penalty, it is possible to have the
case handled through criminal procedures.

X Particularly serious violations, such as
driving under the influence of alcohol
or driving without a license, are not
included in this procedure

Payment |= Concluded
—————/  (Quick and Easy Processing)
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O C(larification of Motorized Bicycle Riding O Lowering the Age Requirement for Provisional S-MVL

Percentage of Those Who Finish Driving
School Before Graduating High School

= Vehicle classification is unclear

R . i i (High School Senior’s by Birth Month)  _ __ __ ___
* Increase in traffic accidents and Lowering th? age requirement 805 75.5% I, 1
violations for the provisional S-MVL 105 |
59 1%
v from 18 years to 17 years and 60% I I
. . . 6 months, so that those with an ig:: I |
Clarification that when a person rides carly birthday can also obtaina 1o | 28. 1%
a motorized bicycle, etc. which has S-MVL before eraduatin = | |
pedals, etc. in addition to a motor, > - : g g 10% | a0 |
using those pedals, etc., it is o ) from high school o5 5
nsidered riding a motorized bicycle, * motorized bicycle with pedals $ S
co g Y ’(Photo from the National Consumer Affairs V’ I$ & g I
etc. Center of Japan) % The age requirement for the S-MVL will remain 18 years S
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