Outline of the Act Partially Amending

the Environmental Impact Assessment Act

The purpose of this amendment is to review the environmental impact assessment procedures (EIA procedures) for a
project where structures are soon going to require reconstruction, and to promote the utilization of the
environmental information included in the documents created in the course of those EIA procedures (EIA
documents).

B Background

® The Environmental Impact Assessment Act is a law of procedure prescribing the processes necessary to enable the project
proponent to independently create a better project plan by considering measures for environmental conservation in advance of
a project.

® More than a quarter of a century has passed since the Act came into effect, and now some projects include structures that are
subject to EIA procedures and are soon going to require reconstruction.

® Since the existing Act does not include any provisions on the type of reconstruction where the location or scale of the
relevant project does not change significantly, a review of the project location, a survey of the surrounding environment, and
other procedures required for a new project are also required for that type of reconstruction. It is possible to streamline those
requirements while also keeping due environmental consideration.

® The public availability period for EIA documents by the project proponent under the existing Act is mainly limited to
approximately one month, which is not sufficient if the information in any existing EIA documents is to be used for
effectively assessing the next project proponent or for assessing the cumulative environmental impact of multiple adjacent
projects.

B Main Points of the Amendment
. . . . Utilizing the information for the
(DReviewing the EIA Procedures for Reconstruction Projects assessment of other projects in the vicinity

® The document on primary environmental impact consideration for
reconstruction projects* (document on primary environmental

impact consideration for reconstruction) no longer has to include 1.Document on primary environmental
surveys on matters such as the general conditions in the impact consideration
surroundings of the area for possible implementation of the project Ning sxyironmental consideration at the

since no significant changes are made to the location of the project. |>

(DDocument on primary environmental

impact consideration for reconstruction
Considering environmental impact based on the results of a
survey, etc. for the existing project

However, the document is to clarify the environmental consideration
for any newly built structures based on the environmental impact of
the existing project.
*A project that involves building a structure of the same kind to replace a
removed or abandoned existing structure in the same or an adjacent area.
® The Minister of the Environment, etc. can state opinions on
the document on primary environmental impact
consideration for reconstruction, including any concerns
regarding the existing project.
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® The EIA documents will continue to be available to the public online S&ﬁ?fgogblic the results of a follow-up survey, }
even after the period of public inspection by the project proponent ends, situations of environmental conservation
once the Minister of the Environment has obtained those EIA measures, efc.
documents.

*In addition, the revisions that could not be made to the provisions of Articles 21, 41, and 54 of the Act in the amendment
of 2011 will be made to those provisions.
<Effective date> The day specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding 2 years from the date of promulgation
For item ), the day specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding 1 year from the date of promulgation
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