Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Act on Coordination between Education at
Graduate Schools of Law and the Bar Examination and Related Acts

This Act, in order to strengthen education at the graduate schools of law that serve as the core educational organizations for the
cultivation of jurists and to advance the securement of human resources possessing highly specialized abilities and superior qualities
who will become jurists: 1) newly prescribes it to be the responsibility of the university to undertake the progressive and systematic
implementation, in graduate schools of law, of an education that is meant to cultivate the necessary learning in students seeking to
become jurists, as well as taking measures such as 2) establishing a system for coordination among graduate schools of law and
undergraduate law departments offering educational programs that are meant to ensure a smooth connection to the educational
programs offered in those graduate schools of law, and 3) granting bar examination eligibility to persons certified, by the head of the
graduate school of law, as having earned the required credits in that graduate school of law's educational program and as being
expected to complete the relevant program.

Overview

1. Partial Amendment of the Act on Coordination between Education at Graduate Schools of Law and the Bar Examination

(1) Strengthening of the Education Offered in Graduate Schools of Law
1) The amendment prescribes that the following learning is to be cultivated progressively/systematically in graduate schools of law:
[Article 4]
a) the learning that is commonly required for students seeking to become jurists, and the practical ability to utilize it;
b) the learning in specialized fields of law that is required for students seeking to become jurists, and the practical ability to utilize it;
c) a basic grounding in legal practices, the ability to present an argument, and other such learning.
2) The amendment makes it obligatory for graduate schools of law to disclose their educational programs and things such as their
standards for academic assessments and certification of completion. [Article 5]

(2) Establishment of Provisions for Coordination among Graduate Schools of Law and Undergraduate Law Departments

The amendment creates a system for a graduate school of law to enter into Jurist Training Coordination Agreements with
undergraduate law departments seeking to put in place Coordinated Introductory Law Programs—educational programs that are meant
to ensure a smooth connection to education in that graduate school of law—regarding things such as the implementation of education in
those programs, and for the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology to certify them. [Article 6]

(3) Ensuring the Diversity of Entrants at Graduate Schools of Law

The amendment prescribes the requirement for consideration to be given, in admissions screenings, to persons who have not
completed an undergraduate law course, persons who have graduated from university and are no longer students, and persons who are
attempting to enter through early graduation/accelerated admission. [Article 10]

(4) Establishment of Provisions on Reciprocal Consultation between the Minister of Justice and the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
The amendment provides that the Minister of Justice and the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology may ask
each other to consult on the maximum number of students that can be enrolled in a graduate school of law and on other particulars
involved in the training of jurists. [Article 13]
* Cabinet Order prescribes increases in the maximum capacity of a graduate school of law to be a matter requiring approval, and public notice
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology prescribes that the total number of students entering graduate schools of
law is limited to approximately 2,300 persons.

2. Partial Amendment of the School Education Act [Article 102, paragraph (2)]

The amendment extents eligibility for accelerated admission to graduate schools so that, in addition to persons who are found to have
earned superior grades in the credits set by the university that has established the relevant graduate school, persons who are found to
have at least the same qualifications/abilities* will also be eligible.

* Order of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology provides for examinations for approval of prior learning for

graduate schools of law as a material to determine this.

3. Partial Amendment of the Bar Examination Act and the Court Act

1) The amendment adds persons enrolled in a program in a graduate school of law who have been certified by the head of the graduate school
of law to have obtained the required credits and to be expected to finish the relevant graduate course within one year as persons who have
the qualification for taking the bar examination, and establishes special provisions regarding the starting point for calculating the period during
which such a person may take the bar examination while enrolled in the program in that graduate school of law. [Bar Examination Act, Article 4,
paragraph (2)]

2) The amendment makes it a requirement that, in order to be appointed as a legal apprentice, a person who has taken the bar examination
using the relevant qualification as stated above needs to have completed a program at a graduate school of law in addition to passing the bar
examination. [Court Act, Article 66, paragraph (1)]

3) In light of the revision of education in graduate schools of law, including the addition of the requirement to complete subjects that are
equivalent to the elective subjects of the bar examination*, the amendment introduces elective subjects for the essay question sections for the
preliminary bar examination, and discontinues the essay question sections for liberal arts subjects. [Bar Examination Act, Article 5, paragraph (3)]

* As provided by Order of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, in light of 1. (1) 1) b), above.

Effective Date

April 1, 2020 (However, the effective date for 1. (4) and provisions on transitional measures is the date of promulgation; the effective date for 3.
1) and 2) and those of the provisions referred to in 1. that concern 3. 1) is October 1, 2022; and the effective date for 3. 3) is December 1, 2021.)
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