Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Basic Act on Disaster
(Disaster Management)

Management and Other Acts*

*Basic Act on Disaster Management, Disaster Relief Act, Water Supply Act, Act on Reconstruction After a Large-Scale Disaster,

Purp ose Act on Special Measures Concerning Countermeasures for Large-Scale Earthquakes, Act for Establishment of the Cabinet Office

Based on the past experience from the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake, etc., the following measures have been
implemented to enhance disaster countermeasures, in particular by bolstering the support system provided by the
national government, enriching welfare support, etc., facilitating wide-area temporary stays, cooperating with
volunteer groups, promoting digital transformation for disaster management and promoting stockpiling efforts,
 speeding up infrastructure recovery and reconstruction, etc.

Details of the Amendment N

(1) Enhancing National Government Response to Disasters

1) Enhancing the support system for local governments provided by the national
government % Basic Act on Disaster Management
® The national government is to establish and enhance the organizational structure for

providing support for local governments.
® The national government is to proactively provide support without waiting for support

requests from local governments Example of a support organization established
o 173 02 o e : f . ” . Offi by the national government
2) Appointing a “Vice-Minister for Disaster Management” to Cabinet ice as (TEC-FORCE established by the Ministry of
the key decision-maker % Act for Establishment of the Cabinet Office Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism)
(2) Enriching Support for Disaster Victims
1) Enriching welfare support for disaster victims 3) Establishing a registration system for “groups
* Disaster Relief Act, Basic Act on Disaster Management providing help to disaster victims”
® To respond to the wide range of support needs of the % Basic Act on Disaster Management, Disaster Relief Act
elderly and other persons requiring special care, people ® The national government is to establish a registration system
sheltering in their homes, etc., “provision of welfare for NPOs, volunteer groups, etc. that provide help to disaster
services” is to be added to the types of relief in the Disaster . victims, such as assisting in managing shelters, providing
Relief Act to ensure a more robust cooperation with meals, cleaning up houses damaged by a disaster, etc.
persons involved in welfare work. In addition, “provision @ A registered group providing help to disaster victims may
of welfare services” is to be clarified in the Basic Act on obtain information about disaster victims, etc. from a
Disaster Management. municipality.
® The status of disaster victims and shelters must be grasped @ When the Disaster Relief Act applies, a prefecture may have
in order to provide support. a registered group provide assistance in relief operations, in

which case the prefecture is to cover any costs related to
providing that assistance.

® When necessary, the national government may request
assistance from a registered group. In addition, the national
government is to encourage the people to volunteer.

Providing support to people
sheltering in vehicles elderly, etc.

2) Facilitating wide-area temporary stays

% Basic Act on Disaster Management

N

2 G G g T .. Providing meals Cleanup of a house damaged by a disaster
® Linking information between the municipality victims . . . .
evacuate from and the municipality they evacuate to 4) Promoting digital transformation for disaster
is to be promoted for wide-area temporary stays. management and promoting stockpiling efforts
® The way information is provided to the victims during * Basic Act on Disaster Management
their wide-area temporary stay is to be enriched. ® Digital technology is to be utilized for providing support to
® The way prefectures are to provide support to local disaster victims, etc.
governments to create disaster victim registers is to be ® [ocal governments are to make public the status of stockpiles
clarified. once a year.

(3) Speeding Up Infrastructure Recovery and Reconstruction

1) Speeding up the recovery of water supply systems * Water Supply Act

® Construction work to recover water supply systems in cooperation with local governments is to be
added to the operations of the Japan Sewage Works Agency. Additionally, the amendment is to make
it possible for a water supplier to enter the premises to perform recovery work on the water mains, etc.

2) Promoting earthquake proofing of residential areas (countermeasures for ground

= . ) Recovery of water
liquefaction) % Basic Act on Disaster Management supply systems
. P . . . water treatment facilities
3) Special provisions on urban planning with a focus on preparing hubs for town (damaged by a disaster)
reconstruction % Act on Reconstruction After a Large-Scale Disaster
. J

The day of promulgation: June 4, 2025 The effective date: June 4, 2025,/ July 1, 2025
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