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Outline of the Bill Partially Amending the Act on

Establishment of the Ministry of the Environment

With respect to the Regional Environment Office, which is a local branch office of the Ministry of the
Environment, in order to promote the fulfillment of its functions as those offices, including functions to support
local governments, measures will be taken, such as changing its nhame to “Regional Environment Bureau”, etc.

m Background

O Regional Environment Office, which was established as local branch offices

of the Ministry of the Environment in 2005 (authorized staffing as of 2005: 369 ~ — ==
people), was initially in charge of national park management, promotion of
environmental conservation activities, etc. As approximately 20 years passed since
its establishment, it has expanded its scope and scale of operations by
engaging in support for local governments in regional decarbonization, support for
local governments for disaster waste disposal, decontamination and interim
storage of removed soil, etc.

(8 locations nationwide, authorized staffing as of the end of fiscal ; T
2025:1159 people). Afjamizumatn)

(the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake)gms s
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O On the other hand, the fact that the name includes "Office" makes it difficult
for people to accept externally that it is a region-based local branch office, and
there are cases where smooth communication and coordination, etc. with
the Cabinet Office and Ministries, and local governments, etc. are hindered.

O For this reason, the Government will promote the effective functioning of
the local branch office, including the support function for local governments,
by changing its name to "regional environment bureau", which is suitable for
a region-based local branch office, along with strengthening the support
function of local governments for disaster waste management measures, and
strengthening the wide-area wildlife protection and management system, including
measures against bears, measures against alien species, and regional recycling
of resources, etc.

B Main contents of the revision
O The name of Regional Environment Office, which is a local branch office of the Ministry of the Environment,
is to be amended to "Regional Environment Bureau."

O The internal organization of the Regional Environment Bureau is to be prescribed by the Cabinet

Order rather than by an Order of the Ministry of the Environment under current system so that

a Deputy Director can be appointed as a senior official to support the Director General of the Regional

Provided by Shari-cho, Hokkaido
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* Each Regional Environment Office of Hokkaido, Tohoku, Fukushima, Kanto, Chubu, Kinki, Chagoku-Shikoku, and Kyushu is renamed Bureau.
* The above is an example of an organization chart for each Regional Environment Office (excluding Fukushima).

Exercising effective functions as a local branch office,

including support functions for local governments.
<Effective Date> July 1, 2026



