------ fare-Act and Other Legislation
Aim of the Amendments

Things such as the increase in the number of child abuse consultations have made it more apparent than ever that households are having difficulties raising their children,
and in light of this and other circumstances, these amendments are meant to strengthen the systems that offer comprehensive support to households with children.

Overview of the Amendments

1. Strengthening the systems that offer comprehensive support to households with children and expanding their operations

s . . . . . [Child Welfare Act, Maternal and Child Health Act]
@ Under the proposed amendments, municipalities must endeavor to establish Child and Family Centers* that provide comprehensive consultations and other support for all expectant and

nursing mothers, households with children, and children; and must endeavor to make arrangements for consultation mechanisms at familiar places that provide support for people raising
children (such as nursery centers). Child and Family Centers are to prepare plans for supporting children, expectant and nursing mothers who are in need of support, and others (called
Support Plans). *This represents a re-envisioning of the Integrated Child and Family Support Bases and

Comprehensive Support Centers for a Child-Rearing Generation.
@The proposed amendments provide for the establishment of new programs that offer in-home housework support, support in creating spaces for children to be themselves, and support for
building relationships between parents and their children; municipalities will recommend people to use these and other family support services and implement other measures as necessary.
(®The proposed amendments make it explicit that Child Development Support Centers play a central role in supporting children with disabilities in the community, and unify the types of child-
development support (welfare support and medical support) so that support can be offered to children regardless of their disability type.

2. Improving how children are treated and the quality of support they are given at temporary care homes and child guidance centers, and improving the
quality of support for expectant and nursing mothers who are facing difficulties [(child welfare Act]
®The proposed amendments help improve the environment at temporary care homes by providing for facilities standards and operational standards to be formulated. As a way to strengthen
support by child guidance centers, the amendments provide for the implementation of parent-child reunification programs with collaboration from the private sector, and position foster
care support centers as child welfare facilities.
@The proposed amendments provide for the creation of a program to offer temporary housing and meals to expectant and nursing mothers facing difficulties, provide them with information
on caring for their children in the future, and offer them other such support.

3. Strengthening the support for self-reliance offered to former foster care recipients and to residents of facilities for children with disabilities [child welfare Act]
®The proposed amendments make what has been a uniform age limit for using the self-reliant living assistance offered to children more flexible. They also provide for the creation of a
program that establishes a base of support for people such as former foster care recipients through day-programs and in-home visits.
@The amendments clarify which entities (prefectures and ordinance-designated cities) are responsible for doing the coordinating when the residents of facilities for children with disabilities
transition to life in the community and elsewhere, and make it possible for them to remain in those facilities until they reach the age of 22.
4. Establishment of a mechanism for hearing children's opinions [cChild Welfare Act]
Under the proposed amendments, child guidance centers and other facilities are to establish measures for hearing children's opinions at times such as when placing them in residential
facilities or in temporary care, so that the Centers implement measures while taking into account children's opinions and inclinations, while continuing to consider their best interests.
Prefectures are to make the necessary environmental arrangements towards allowing children to express their opinions and inclinations and towards child advocacy.

5. Introducing court investigations for decisions to place a child into temporary care [Child Welfare Act]
The proposed amendments establish procedures through which, among other things, child guidance centers are to request a writ of temporary care before placing a child into temporary care
or within seven days afterward, except when there is consent from a parent or guardian and in other such cases.

6. Increasing the expertise of child and family welfare workers [Child Welfare Act]

The proposed amendments add knowledge and skills in matters requiring specialized response such as protecting children who have been abused as a new requirement for appointment as a
Chlld Welfa re Oﬁ:lceri A certification for child and family welfare professionals will be introduced based on the relevant provisions.

* Under the proposed amendment, the government is to review the best form for a system that enables people who have acquired this certification to work to their full potential and the best form for the credentials—including national qualifications —approximately two years after the Act comes into effect, and to
implement the necessary measures based on the results of its review, while taking account of things such as the extent to which people have acquired the certification, and while making environmental arrangements in terms of clarifying the job duties, necessary expert knowledge and skills, and educational programing
and in terms of ensuring that there are training systems and employment opportunities for people who have acquired the certification.

7. Creating an environment that protects children from indecent acts (strengthening efforts in advance of the introduction of a mechanism for seeking proof of things
such as a person's sex offense history [a Japanese version of DBS]) [Child Welfare Act]

The proposed Act establishes stricter controls for managing the credentials of childcare workers who have committed indecent acts against children; enables information about things like
business suspension orders that have been issued against babysitters and similar persons to be disclosed to the public and shared with others; and makes other necessary amendments.

Effective Date

April 1, 2024 (However, the effective date for the amendments mentioned in 5. is the date specified by Cabinet Order within 3 years after promulgation; and for some of the amendments mentioned in 7., the effective dates are the day falling 3 months
after promulgation, April 1, 2023, and the date specified by Cabinet Order falling within 2 years after promulgation.)
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