Strategy for Sustainable

[ the Act Related to the ]
Food Systems, MeaDRI

An Outline of the Act Partially Amending
the Plant Protection Act

O Against the backdrop of global warming and other changes in the climate as well as increases in the movement of people
and things, the risk that harmful plants and animals will be introduced and spread has increased.

Background and Aim

« In recent years, the arrival of the Bactrocera dorsalis species complex * There has been an increase in prohibited import items being
has been confirmed in Kyushu on many occasions. brought into the country in passengers' carry-on bags.
(number) 250 (cases)" ™™ 0% (thousands of
|
200 120,000 30000 PEOP e)
100,000 25,000
150
80,000 20,000
100 60,000 15,000
50 I 40,000 10,000
;0 , mm [ o ] I 5o
o 0
Bactrocera dorsalis 20174 2018%F 2019%F 2020% 2021% 2012{E 2013 2014 20155 20165 20174 20185 20194
species complex ) ) number of number of
B Remote islands of Kagoshima'  Mainland Kyushu S prohibited items ™™ foreign visitors to Japan

O Decreasing the environmental load from the use of chemical pesticides is an
international agenda.

O Pest control that is dependent on chemical pesticides has led to the development
of pesticide resistance in harmful plants and animals.

= There is an urgent need to transition to and disseminate integrated pest
control—including outbreak prevention—that does not rely solely on pesticides.

O There is also a need to appropriately handle the increased demand for export
inspections that comes with the facilitated export of agricultural, forestry, and
fishery products and food.

Outline of This Act

1. Provisions to implement detection survey projects and expedite emergency pest control

(An Example of Pesticide

Resistance)

Fungus that is resistant

to DMI fungicide, which

is a key agent in the

control of apple scab,

. % began to appear around
Apple Scab 2015.

(1) This Bill provides for projects targeting certain harmful plants and animals whose presence in Japan has not been
confirmed which are meant to survey the extent of those plants' and animals' introduction into the country (detection
survey projects), positioning these projects as a part of the law. The Bill also establishes a reporting obligation for those
who find that a harmful plant or animal which 1s subject to the project has been introduced into the country.

. . . .. . . . [Art. 16-6; Art16-7; Art. 16-8)
(2) The Bill provides that, if the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has prepared standards in advance

for the content of pest control against harmful plants and animals that will be targeted for emergency
pest control, the 30-day period for informing the public by public notice before implementing emergency pest control
against those harmful plants and animals is shortened. [Art. 17-2]
(3) The Bill expands the content of emergency pest control measures that can be implemented without public notice.
[Art. 18]

2. Provisions that introduce measures to allow the issuance of recommendations and orders concerning pest control
(including outbreak prevention) to agricultural workers

(1) The Bill establishes a system of basic guidelines (hational) and plans (prefectural) to facilitate pest control (including
outbreak prevention) for plants and animals designated as harmful species. In addition to this, it introduces measures
that allow prefectural governors to establish rules in the prefectural plan which agricultural workers must comply with.

[Art. 22-2; Art. 22-3]

(2) The Bill introduces measures that allow the prefectural governor to provide agricultural workers with the necessary
advice and guidance in keeping with the rules referred to in (1) above, and that allow the governor to issue
recommendations and orders if pest control is not being implemented in keeping with these and the governor finds that
there is a risk of serious damage to crops. [Art. 24-2; Art. 24-3]

(3) The Bill introduces measures for cases in which the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has issued pest
control instructions during an abnormal outbreak of plants or animals designated as harmful species, which allow the
prefectural governor to issue recommendations and orders to agricultural workers if pest control is not being
implemented in keeping with the rules referred to in (1) above and the governor finds this to be necessary to prevent the
rapid spread of plants or animals designated as harmful species. [Same as above]

3. Provisions to enhance the scope of inspections and other activities by plant protection officers and to strengthen their

authorit

O The Bill introduces measures that allow items such as agricultural machinery to be made subject to the on-site
inspections, import/export quarantines, and domestic quarantines implemented by plant protection officers and to be
made subject to measures that are taken for emergency pest control, and it strengthens the authority to inspect inbound
and outbound passengers' personal belongings. [Art. 4 et al.]

4. Provisions to arrange an export quarantine framework

O The Bill introduces measures that allow an entity registered by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to
conduct part of the export inspection on behhalf of plant protection officers if the importing country requires the plant or
other item to be exported to have phytosanitary certification from the exporting country. [Art. 10 through Art 10-18)

5. Other Provisions

(1) The Bill revises the definitions of harmful plants and animals and harmful plants and animals subject to quarantineto be

consistent with international standards. [Art. 2; Art. 5-2)
(2) The Bill strengthens the penalties for violations related to import/export quarantine and for violations committed by

corporations. [Art. 39; Art 43]
(3) The Bill adds preventing outbreaks of harmful plants and animals as one of the purposes of the Act. [Art. 1]
(4) The Bill introduces measures for allowing opinions to be heard from persons with the relevant expertise without the need for a

public hearing. [Art. 5-2 et al.)

Effective Date: If enacted, the effective date would be the day specified by Cabinet Order, within a period not exceeding one year from the day of promulgation.
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