Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Cannabis Control Act

and the Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act

Purpose of the
Amendment
In order to plan the appropriate use of cannabis plants in medicine and industry and to prevent the occurrence of public health hazards due to abuse, the following measures will be taken:

(i) development of provisions to enable the treatment and distribution of medicines manufactured from cannabis plants; (ii) development of provisions to apply the crime of the penal
provision for human use of cannabis and THC; and (iii) measures such as development of provisions to review the regulations on cultivation of cannabis plants.

Amendment
1. Development of provisions to enable the treatment of medicines manufactured from cannabis plants [Cannabis Control Act, Narcotics and Psychotropics
Control Act]
The provisions that prohibit the human use and distribution of medicines manufactured from cannabis will be deleted, and by positioning cannabis and THC as "narcotics"
under the Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act the administration and distribution of medicines manufactured from cannabis plants will be made possible.
(*) “Cannabis and THC”: Cannabis and its harmful ingredient THC (tetrahydrocannabinol: an ingredient that should be regulated as a narcotic that shows psychological
effects such as hallucination)
"Narcotics Control Act": Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act. “Human use”: To take or administer a narcotic into the body.
2. Development of provisions concerning the application of the crime of cannabis [Cannabis Control Act, Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act]
(1) The prohibition and penal provisions (crime of self use or administration for others) apply to the illegal or wrongful use of cannabis and THC as a "narcotic" in the
Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act as with other controlled substances.
(*) The regulations and penal provisions under the Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Act also apply to the wrongful possession, transfer, acquisition, import, and
other acts of cannabis (currently, there are similar regulations under the Cannabis Control Act).
(2) In order to prevent the occurrence of public health hazards, residual limit values will be established for THC that remains in trace amounts in cannabis plant derived
products. In addition, some ingredients derived from cannabis plant that can easily produce narcotics through chemical changes will be deemed narcotics.
3. Development of provisions concerning the review of regulations on the cultivation of cannabis plants [Cannabis Control Act] (*) The name of the Cannabis
Control Act is amended as the "Act on Regulation of Cultivation of Cannabis Plants”
(1) The licenses of cannabis plant cultivators are classified, and the case of cultivation as raw materials for products of cannabis plants is classified as type 1 cannabis
plant cultivators license (licensed by a prefectural governor), and the case of cultivation as active ingredients for medicines is classified as type 2
cannabis plant cultivators license (licensed by the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare).
(2) Necessary regulations will be established, such as requiring type I cannabis plant cultivators to cultivate using seeds or others collected from cannabis
plants with THC below the reference value.
(*) When a cannabis plant cultivating person processes cannabis plants, such as extracting ingredients, or imports seeds of cannabis plants that can germinate,
regulations will be established such as license from the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare is to be required.
(3) When conducting cultivation for research of cannabis plants, a cannabis plant research and cultivation license (licensed by the Minister of Health, Labour and

Welfare) is to be required.

And other provisions.

Effective Date
The effective dates specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding one year from the dates of promulgation (3. (i) and (ii) are the effective dates specified by
Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding two years from the date of promulgation)
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