Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Fertilizer Control Act

Background and Purpose

Amid concerns about the decline in soil fertility and deterioration of the soil's nutritional
balance in Japan's farmland, it is necessary to promote the quality control of fertilizers so
that compost and fertilizers derived from industrial by-products, which are inexpensive
domestic resources and also useful for soil improvement, can be used with peace of mind,
and the legal system needs to be revised to promote fertilizer production, etc. that flexibly
responds to the needs of farmers.

[Specific issues]

(1) Effective use of industrial by-product resources
In order to further expand the use of industrial by-products as fertilizers, it is necessary to strengthen raw
material management and take measures against false labeling etc., so that farmers can use them with
greater peace of mind.

(2) Production and use of new fertilizers based on farmers' needs

To meet farmers' needs, it is necessary to revise regulations concerning fertilizer formulations, which will
lead to soil improvement and labor and cost reduction, through measures such as permitting the
combination of compost and chemical fertilizers, which was has been prohibited up until now, allowed
and to enhance quality labeling, which will lead to improved fertilization efficiency, including the timing
of the onset of effects (slow-release properties), etc.

Summary of the Act

1 Introduction of a system for the management of raw materials for fertilizers

(1) The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is to set standards for the range of raw materials
that can be used in fertilizers.

(2) Fertilizer producers and importers are required to maintain raw material records.

(3) Prohibit false advertising regarding fertilizer raw materials (Article 3, Article 26, Article 27)

2 Review of regulations regarding fertilizer blending

(1) A new system will be established that will allow the production of fertilizers that combine ordinary
fertilizers (such as chemical fertilizers) with special fertilizers (such as compost), as well as fertilizers that
combine fertilizers with soil improvement materials, by submitting a notification.

(2) In addition to blending registered fertilizers, fertilizers that have undergone certain processing
(granulation, etc.) will also be able to be produced by submitting a notification.

(Article 4 and Article 16-2)

3 Establishment of fertilizer labeling standards

The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is to establish standards for labeling related to
fertilizer quality and its effectiveness such as the time when the effects of the fertilizers appear
(slow-release), in addition to quality labeling that includes ingredient amounts, etc. and may issue
instructions, announcements and orders as necessary.

(Article 21, Article 22-2, and Article 22-3)

Due to the requirement for fertilizer manufacturers to manage raw materials
themselves and the expansion of notified fertilizers, the title of the Act was
changed from Fertilizer Control Act to Act on the Quality Control of Fertilizer.
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