OUTLINE OF THE HOT SPRING ACT

Act No. 125 of 1948

Purpose: To protect hot springs, prevent disasters caused by flammable natural gas resulting from the extraction or

use of hot springs, and ensure the proper use of hot springs, thereby contributing to the enhancement of

public welfare. (Article 1 of the Hot Spring Act)

Definition: A hot spring refers to “hot water, mineral water, water vapor, and other gases gushing out from
underground (excluding natural gas whose primary component is hydrocarbons), that have temperature
or substances listed in the appended table.” (Article 2 of the Hot Spring Act)

Protection of hot
springs, etc.
(Related to Chapter Two)

Licensing system of hot springs drilling, etc.

Measures to protect hot spring resources

)

The prefectural governor’s permission must be obtained
for drilling, additional drilling, and installation of
powered equipment.

Prefectural governor’s order to restrict hot spring
extraction and to take measures to prevent the impact of
drilling for other purposes.

Prevention of
disasters resulting
from the extraction of
hot spring
(Related to Chapter Three)

Licensing system for the extraction of
hot springs containing flammable
natural gas

The prefectural governor’s permission must be
obtained for the extraction of hot springs (excluding
cases that received confirmation from the prefectural
governor that the concentration of flammable natural
gas does not require disaster prevention measures.)

Use of hot springs
(Related to Chapter Four)

Licensing system for the public
use of hot springs

Posting of composition of hot

springs and contraindications, etc.

The designation of national
recreational hot spring resorts

N
"

"

The permission of the prefectural governor or the mayor
of the city with a public health center must be obtained
when the hot spring is intended to be used for public
bathing or drinking.

Facilities permitted to use hot springs are required to

make a posting about the composition of hot springs and
contraindications, etc.

The Minister of the Environment designates hot spring
resorts as those that play an important role for health and
rest of citizens.

(*There are other provisions such as provisions on the conditions associated with the permission granted by prefectural governors, etc., collection
of reports, on-site inspections, and penalties)
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