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" Outline of the Disaster Relief Act (Act No. 118 of 1947)

*The Act was transferred from the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare to the Cabinet Office in 2013.

Centered on the "Basic Act on Disaster Management", within the framework in which disaster response is conducted under individual laws based
on the type of disaster, the "Disaster Relief Act" is an Act that governs the emergency relief in the emergency period after a disaster occurs.

m The response after the occurrence of a disaster

Disaster prevention

<Emergency relief (Disaster Relief Act) ><

Recovery/Rebuilding

(Act on Support for Reconstructing Livelihoods of
Disaster Victims, Disaster Condolence Grant Act, etc.)

m Response when there is a risk of occurrence of a disaster

The national
disaster
management
a.large-scale \ headquarters
CLEIBE are established

Disaster
preventi
on

occurrence of {

1. System Outline

Emergency relief when Emergency relief
there is a risk of occurrence )\ L (Disaster Relief Act
(Disaster Relief Act) (Disaster Relief Act)

Recovery/Rebuilding
(Act on Support for Reconstructing

Livelihoods of Disaster Victims,
isaster Condolence Grant Act, etc.

(Article 2, paragraph (1) of the Act)

(Article 2, paragraph (2) of the Act)

(1) The relief based on the Disaster Relief Act is the ""statutory entrusted function' conducted by a prefectural governor, etc.
(2) In the municipalities that conform to the applicability standards, relief is provided by a prefectural governor, etc. to the people who currently need relief.

(1)When more than a certain number of the houses have been destroyed (completely destroyed) (Article 1, paragraph (1), item (i) through item (iii) of the Order)
(1)When the lives or bodies of numerous people are subject to harm and they need continuous relief, etc. (Article 1, paragraph (1), item (iv) of the Order)
(3) When there is a risk of occurrence of a disaster, the national government establishes disaster management headquarters, and after the area of jurisdiction is
announced, the prefectural governor, etc. may provide relief to people who are likely to be affected by the disaster and who currently need relief.

Municipality (basic local government)

Prefecture

If the Disaster Relief Act doesn’t apply

Responsible body implementing relief (Article 5 of
the Basic Act)

Logistical support and overall coordination of relief (Article 4of the

Basic Act)

Implementation of relief

Assisting prefectures

Administrative body implementing relief (Article 2 of the Act)
(excluding the areas where relief is implemented (Article 2-2 of the

. (Article 13, paragraph (2) of the Act) Act
If the Disaster N p ct))
2 : n administrative body implementing relief that has been | Tt is possible to entrust part of the relief affairs to municipalities
Relief Act Entrustment of affairs entrusted to conduct affairs (Article 13, paragraph (1)) (Article 13, paragraph (1) of the Act)
applies
) . ) The maximum expenses that are to be borne are one half of total
Bearing of costs No obligation to bear expenses (Article 21) expenses (the remaining expenses are borne by the national

government) (Article 21 of the Act)

2. Types, Levels, Methods, and Periods of Relief

(1) provision of shelters (from 1947)

(6) medical care and midwifery (from 1947)

(11) burial (from 1947)

1958)

(2) provision of emergency temporary houses (from

(7) rescue of disaster victims (from 1953)

(12) search for and handling of corpses (from 1947)

(3) distribution of meals and other
provision of foodstuffs (from 1947)

(8) provision of welfare services (from 2025)

(13) removal of obstructions (from 1947)

(4) provision of safe drinking water (from 1953)

(9) emergency repair of affected houses (from 1953)

other basic necessities (from 1947)

(5) provision or lending of clothing, bedding, and

(10) provision of school supplies (from 1947)

o General Standards: Within the necessary scope of emergency relief, in advance, the prefectural governor, etc. follows the

No. 228 of 2013)

standards specified by the Prime Minister*, and specifies the level, method, and period of relief.(*Cabinet Office Public Notice

o Special Standards: When it is difficult to appropriately implement relief under the general standards, after consulting

with and obtaining the consent of the Prime Minister, the prefectural governor, etc. may specify special standards*.
(*Article 3, paragraph (2) of the Order)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

prefectural
general tax
revenues: 50/100

3. Expenses Expenses borne by the local governments
Borne by the
National Exceeding 2% Exceeding 4% of
Treasury 50% of prefectural prefectural
2% or less of eneral tax
g general tax

revenues when
4% or less:
80/100

revenues: 90/100
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