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Enacted at the 204th Ordinary Diet session

Overview of the Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics {205 4\/

This Act provides for measures to facilitate the initiatives of all actors to promote plastic resource circulation (3Rs+Renewable) throughout the entire lifecycle of
plastic from product design to disposal of plastic waste.

® |n response to marine plastic pollution, climate change, and waste import bans, the domestic circulation of plastic resources is increasingly important. The versatile use of
plastics is increasing the need for the comprehensive enhancement of the resource circulation system for plastics.

1. Basic Policy
® Formulate a basic policy on the following matters to comprehensively and systematically promote the circulation of plastic resources:
» Design for the Environment (DfE) that can reduce the generation of plastic waste and promote the recycling of plastics
» Rational use of single-use plastics
» Sorted collection, voluntary collection, and recycling of plastic waste

2. Individual measures

» Promote the government’s active procurement of certified products (in accordance with the Green Purchasing Act) and support facility investment
of manufacturers intending to use recycled materials.
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[Guidelines on Design for the Environment (DfE)] -
® Develop DfE guidelines for manufacturers and establish a certification scheme for products designed in accordance with the guidelines ‘
Ly
<Replaceable bottles>

[Rational use]
® Set standards of judgment for businesses using single-use plastics (e.g., retailers and service providers) /Z:@

» Authorize the competent minister to offer guidance and advice and issue recommendations, publication, and orders to businesses that use large volumes of s —
single-use plastics.
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<Examples of single-use plastics>

[Sorted collection and recycling by municipalities] [Voluntary collection by manufacturers, retailers, etc.] [Waste generation reduction and recycling by waste

® Allow municipalities to recycle plastic resources using the channels ® Require manufacturers and retailers to develop voluntary |generators]
prescribed in the Container and Packaging Recycling Act and exempt| collection and recycling plans for their products. ® Set standards of judgement on measures to be taken
business operators designated under the Container and Packaging > Exempt business operators that have had their plans by waste generators to reduce and recycle waste.
Recycling Act from permission requirements under the Waste approved by the competent minister from permission » Authorize the competent minister to offer guidance
Management Act. requirements under the Waste Management Act. and advice and issue recommendations, publication

® Require municipalities develop plastic recycling plans in collaboration and orders to large plastic waste generators.

with recycling operators.

> Allow municipalities that have had their plans approved by the
competent minister to outsource recycling to recycling operators
without sorting or packing waste and exempt recycling operators

® Require waste generators to develop recycling
business plans.
» Exempt business operators that have had their plans
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from permission requirements under the WastQManagem nfAct <Promote in-store collection, etc.> approved by the competent minister from permission
“4,'? N requirements under the Waste Management Act.
<Examples of plastic resources>
3 Flow o f plastics throughout the entire lifecycle v

Create an environment for advanced resource circulation and transition to a circular economy
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