QOutline of the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals (Amending Act of 2019)

Background of the Amendment

*In 2012 when the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals was amended, a review clause was established to be reviewed after
approximately 5 years from the enforcement of the Act
It is prescribed particularly that necessary consideration be given to the following matters
(1)Restrictions on the selling, etc. of young dogs or cats (regulations on the age at which they can be sold or provided for sale) (2)
Mandatory microchip implantation

In black: The amended provisions comes
into effect on June 1, 2020

In green: The amended provisions comes
into effect on June 1, 2021

In blue: The amended provisions comes
into effect on June 1, 2022

Further optimization of animal handling business

Strengthening the measures against inappropriate
treatment of animals

— Main Amended Contests

1.Clarifying the provisions on responsibilities what animal
owners. etc. must comply

2. Promoting. etc. proper care of animals by Tvpe I animal

handling businesses

(1)Adding grounds for refusal of registration

(2)Specifying compliance standards in Ordinance of the Ministry of the
Environment
Compliance standards: Structure and scale of facilities for the care and

keeping of animals, number of animals per employee, breeding methods, etc.

(3)Limiting the selling of animals to the place of business
(4)Introducing restriction of the selling, etc. of dogs or cats under 56 days(8
weeks) old

3. Strengthening regulations for proper care of animals

(Drequirements to prevent breeding when providing proper care is difficult

(2)prescribing the provisions by prefectural governors to provide guidance,
advice, collecting reports, and conducting on-site inspections, etc.

(3)strengthening regulations regarding specified animals (dangerous animals),
prohibiting of keeping them for companion purpose, etc. and adding hybrids
of specified animals to the list of regulated animals

(4)strengthening penal provisions for animal cruelty crimes

Destroying or injuring: 5 years imprisonment, 5 million yen fine « 2 years
imprisonment, 2 million yen fine

Cruelty and abandonment: 1 year imprisonment, 1 million yen fine « 1 million
yen fine

4. Expanding the measures taken by prefectures, etc.
(1)Prescribing the role of the center for welfare and management of animals

(2)Expanding the role of officials in charge of welfare and management of

animals

(3) Prescribing permissible refusal of taking custody of dogs or cats what the
owner is unknown

5. Implanting microchip, etc.
(1)Breeders of dogs or cats, etc. will be required to implant and register

microchips (those not subject to the obligation will be required to make
effort to do so)

(2)Owners of registered dogs or cats are required to submit a notification of
changes

6. Others

(1)Consideration of international trends in animal destroying methods

(2)Mandatory reporting by veterinarians of animal cruelty

(3)Strengthening cooperation among related organizations

(4)Taking financial measures for local governments

(5)Specifying review clause for required measures after approximately 5
years from the enforcement of this Act
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