Outline of the Act on Promoting the Treatment of Debris that Drift Ashore Concerning the Conservation of Good Coastal Landscapes and Environments as well as Marine Environments to Protect

the Beautiful and Abundant Natural Environment (Act on Promoting the Treatment of Debris that Drift Ashore: legislation proposed by House members)
(Established in 2009, amended in June 2018)

_ Plan measures for the smooth treatment of debris that drift ashore and measures to control the generation of debris to preserve good coastal landscapes and environments as well as
the marine environment.

Basic Principles l OConservation and restoration of the overall coastal environment OClarification of responsibilities and promotion of smooth treatment OEffective control of generation of debris that
drift ashore through the promotion of 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle), etc. OConservation of the marine environment (including countermeasures against microplastics) OSecuring the
appropriate allocation of roles and coordination among various actors OPromotion of international cooperation

Formulation, Etc. of the Basic Guidelines and Regional Plans

(1) Responsibility for Treatment, Etc.

(DCoast managers must take measures required to treat debris that drift ashore, etc. (floating trash is excluded).
(@Any possessor, etc. of the coast, who is not a coast manager, must endeavor to maintain the cleanliness of that land.
(@Municipalities must cooperate as necessary with coast managers, etc.

And others

(2) Responding to Debris that Drift Ashore from Outside the Region :
(DWhen a prefectural governor finds it evident that most debris that drift ashore flow in from a region of another prefecture, the governor may request that the governor of another prefecture cooperate in the
treatment of the debris that drift ashore or other necessary matters.

(@The Minister of the Environment may provide necessary mediation regarding the request for cooperation stated in (.

(@When the Minister of Foreign Affairs finds that debris that drift ashore from abroad are causing problems for environmental conservation in the region, the Minister takes appropriate diplomatic measures, as
necessary.

And others

(3) Promotion of Smooth Treatment of Drifting Trash and Seabed Trash

The national and local governments must endeavor to promote smooth treatment of drifting trash that affects the living or economic activities of local residents.

\ J

,~ Control of Generation of Debris that Drift Ashore .

The national government and local governments are to endeavor to (D conduct periodic surveys concerning the actual state and causes of generation, (2) take necessary measures to prevent illegal dumping in

urban areas, rivers, coasts, etc., 3 give necessary advice and instructions regarding proper management of land.
\

- Countermeasures Against Microplastics \
(DBusiness operators must endeavor to control the use of microplastics in products which will be released into rivers, etc. after using the products in an ordinary way, and must endeavor to control the discharge of

plastic wastes.
(@Considering the latest scientific knowledge and international trends, the national government is to promptly review the status of measures for controlling microplastics in the marine environment, and take

necessary measures based on the results.

(DThe national government must take necessary financial measures required to promote measures against debris that drift ashore.
(@The national government gives special consideration to expenses incurred by a local government for the treatment of debris that drift ashore on remote islands and in other regions.
(@The national government endeavors to give consideration for financial support to promote the activities of private organizations and others.

. . . Regional plans of prefectures (councils for promotion of measures against debris
Basic policy of the national government » & P P ( p &

that drift ashore)
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