Act on the Promotion of Environmental Conservation Activities through
Environmental Education (Environmental Education Promotion Act)

Promulgated and enacted in 2003 and amended in 2011 (both as legislation introduced by members of the Diet)

Jointly administered by five ministries: the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology; the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries; the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry; the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism; and the
Ministry of the Environment

O Purpose (Article 1 of the Act)

With the aim of building a sustainable society, the Act establishes basic principles concerning environmental conservation activities, the
promotion of motivation for environmental conservation, environmental education, and collaborative efforts; clarifies the responsibilities of
citizens, private organizations, etc., the State, and local governments; and provides for the formulation of basic policies and other necessary
matters.

O Basic Principles (Article 3 of the Act)

® The Act respects the voluntary intentions of citizens, private organizations, etc., and establishes that environmental conservation
activities are to be carried out through mutual cooperation on an equal footing.

O Responsibilities of Citizens, Private Organizations, etc., and
Administrative Bodies (Articles 4 to 6 of the Act)

® The Act takes into account the importance of integrated development with the economy and society and the formation of a recycling- ® Citizens, private organizations, etc.: Voluntarily implementing
oriented society. environmental education, etc. at home, in the workplace, in the

® The Act promotes, through hands-on learning activities, the cultivation of attitudes that respect life, cherish nature, and contribute to community, etc.
environmental conservation. ® The State and local governments: Implementing measures

® The Act takes into account the preservation of the national land, harmony with industry, the stability of local residents’ lives, and the related to environmental education, etc., in accordance with
inheritance of culture and history. their respective roles, etc.

O Formulation of Basic Policies (Article 7 of the Act) O Framework for the Promotion by Local Governments
In June 2012, the Cabinet approved the basic policy (Article 8 of the Act)

concerning the promotion of environmental conservation
activities, motivation for environmental conservation,
environmental education, and collaborative efforts. This
basic policy was amended in its entirety in June 2018 and

Creating an action plan for promoting environmental education and O Enhancement of Environmental Education in School

other efforts and establishing a regional council for the formulation Education, etc. (Article 9 of the Act)

of the plan. ® Measures are implemented to provide information, develop
teaching materials, and improve the quality of teaching staff, so

again in May 2024. - : \
that systematic environmental education can be conducted
according to developmental stages.
Strengthening of the Foundations of Environmental O Certification of Places Offering Hands-on Learning ® Measures are implemented to develop and utilize
Education, etc. Experiences (Article 20 of the Act) environmentally considerate school facilities (eco-schools).
O Designation of Support Organizations for Environmental Prefectural governors certify, as meeting safety and other
Education, etc. (Article 10-2 of the Act) requirements, places offering opportunities for hands-on nature
The State designates non-profit organizations that support experiences, etc. provided by landowners, etc. O Other
environmental education and other efforts by various entities as . } }
support organizations for environmental education, etc. ® Implementing environmental education, etc. for employees
° . . . . .
O Registration of Human Resource Certification Services, ) ) Ensirllng consideration for student work experience, etc. in the
ete. (Article 11 of the Act) O Framework for the Promotion of Collaborative Efforts workplace . . .
(Articles 21-4, 21-5 of the Act) ® Awarding persons with outstanding achievements, etc.

The State registers and makes public services conducted by
private businesses, such as the training and certification of
environmental education instructors and the development of
teaching materials related to environmental education, etc.

Relevant entities, including administrative bodies, citizens, and

private organizations etc., conclude agreements for collaborative

efforts related to environmental conservation. Supplementary Provisions: review to be conducted
approximately five years after enforcement of the Act, etc.
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