Outline of the Act on Special Measures for Active Volcanoes (

ct No. 61 of 1973)

1. Purpose

The purpose of this Act is to strengthen active volcano countermeasures in areas, etc. that are deemed to have suffered or are at risk of
suffering significant damage from volcanic eruptions and other volcanic phenomena by formulating basic guidelines for the comprehensive promotion of active
volcano countermeasures, developing alert and evacuation systems, taking special measures such as promoting the development of evacuation facilities and
disaster management agricultural business facilities, etc., and the implementation of ash removal projects, and by establishing a Headquarters for Volcano
Research Promotion, etc., thereby ensuring the safety of the lives and bodies of residents, climbers, and others in the areas, as well as the stability of residents'
lives and the management of agriculture, forestry, fisheries, small and medium-sized enterprises, etc.

2. Outline

Formulation of basic guidelines for the promotion of active volcano countermeasures by the national
government (Article 2)
] 1

Designation of volcanic disaster hazard zones (Article 3)
The Prime Minister designates areas where the development of alert and evacuation systems should be particularly promoted.

...persons concerned as one will consider the matters while incorporating

Volcanic Disaster Management specialized knowledge.

Council (Article 4)

Prefectures and municipalities are to establish volcanic disaster

management councils (required).

Required members Add as needed
: ) Tourism-related

Prefectures and Meteorological egional Development Bureaus, etc, ..

municipalities observatories (Erosion Control Departments) Qrganizations, cic,

— — - *Other organizations include environmental offices, regional

Self-Defense . . forest office, transportation and communications carriers, etc.
Volcano experts Police Fire departments Managers of facilities that attract visitors and mountain huts
| — Forces ! are also eligible.

Discussion matters

Discussions are to be held concerning a series of alert and evacuation systems, including setting volcanic alert level and
establishing evacuation systems in accordance with those levels.

Eruption scenario
*A chronological summary of the phenomena
and changes in the impact by the eruption

Volcanic Alert Level

*Restriction on proximity to the
volcano and evacuation, etc.
depending on the stage of
eruption activity.

Evacuation plans

P!

*Indicating evacuation sites,
evacuation routes, evacuation
means, etc.

Volcanic Hazard Map

*A map showing the area affected by the
phenomena of the eruption

[To be included in area disaster management plans after hearing [Obligation of mayors to inform] (Article 7)

opinions from the council (required)]

Distributing volcanic

[Prefectures] (Article 5)

1. Gathering and transmission of information
concerning the occurrence and progression
of volcanic phenomena, and issuance and
transmission of forecasts and alarms
(within prefectures)

o
L_n ght

3. Wide-area coordination of evacuation and
rescue,
etc.

[Municipalities] (Article 6)

1. Gathering and transmission of information
concerning the occurrence and progression of
volcanic phenomena, and issuance and
transmission of forecasts and alarms (within

|2 Notifications, etc. T)y- nTa}Tor-s r-elt;ir-dlﬁg-e;ac-u';tla]]
I such as displacement preparations, etc. (volcanic
I alert level) |
,.3 Evacuation sites and evacuatlon routes !

5. Evacuation drill and rescue

disaster prevention maps to
publicize matters necessary
to ensure smooth alert and
evacuation, such as
evacuation sites, etc.

IExan?ple ofa volcan@;

prevention map (Sakurajima)]

Development of a research and observation system,
strengthening of cooperation between research

institutions, and developing and continuous
securing of volcano experts (Article 30)

-Improving education to help people acquire specialized

knowledge and skills related to volcanoes

-Making efforts to develop and continuously secure
human resources

Establishment of the Headquarters for

[Obligation to prepare plans for ensuring
evacuation] (Article 8)

Preparation of plans and conduct of drills by managers, etc
of facilities that attract visitors (ropeway stations, hotels,
etc.) and facilities for persons requiring special care
Assistance from mayors and advice from councils

regarding the preparation of plans for ensuring
evacuation, etc.

Volcano Research Promotion
(Articles 31 through 36)

Designation of areas requiring emergency development

of evacuation facilities (Article 13)

[Affairs handled by the Headquarters]

!

(DFormulating comprehensive and fundamental
policies for the promotion of observation,
surveying, research and studies

(@Coordination of administrative affairs such as
budgets, etc. for research and study relating

Establishment of Volcano Disaster Prevention Day

(Article 37)
-August 26th will be designated as Volcano Disaster

Prevention Day with the aim of deepening interest and

understanding of active volcano countermeasures
widely among the people.

-On Volcano Disaster Prevention Day, efforts are made

to hold events appropriate to the purpose, such as
disaster prevention drills, etc.

to volcanoes by relevant administrative

Preparation of evacuation facilities emergency
development plans (Article 14)

Preparation of disaster management agricultural
business facilities development plans, etc. (Article 19)

<Prefectural Governors>

bodies

(@Formulating a comprehensive survey and
observation plan

@Collecting, organizing, and analyzing survey

Implementation of ash removal projects (Article 22)

<Municipalities>

*Roads, sewers, urban drainage channels, parks, residential lands

results, etc. from relevant administrative
bodies, universities, etc. and conducting a

Designation of ash fall prevention areas (Article 23)

comprehensive evaluation.
®Public relations based on comprehensive

evaluation

Implementation of ash fall prevention projects
(Articles 24 through 26)

O Facilitating the provision of information to local governments to grasp information on climbers, etc., and making efforts to ensure the safety of climbers (Article 11)
O LUtilization of information and communications technology in the transmission of information (Article 12)
O Promotion of forest conservation and flood control projects (Article 27)

O Promotion of research and studies into the effects on human health, etc. (Article 29)
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