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Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Act on Special Measures Against Novel Influenza and the Cabinet Act

(Act No. 14 of 2023)

O Considering the response to novel coronavirus infectious disease, and in order to strengthen the functions related to the overall coordination of measures concerning the prevention of the occurrence and spread of

infectious diseases, the Government Countermeasures Headquarters for the Novel Influenza, etc. is to establish a system to take prompt and accurate measures in the early stages of an occurrence and spread of the
infectious diseases as well as, establishing the Cabinet Agency for Infectious Disease Crisis Management within the Cabinet Secretariat to have jurisdiction over the affairs concerning the overall coordination of the
measures and the affairs concerning of that Headquarters.

Summary of the Amendment

1. Partial Amendment of the Act on Special Measures Against Novel Influenza

(1) The Chief of the Government Countermeasures Headquarters for the Novel Influenza, etc.(the Prime Minister) has the right to instruct the head of national administrative bodies and prefectural governors, (possible
when the necessary measures related to comprehensive coordination based on the basic response policy are not implemented) when there is a risk of a significant impact on the national life and economy, and this

right can be exercised once the Government Countermeasures Headquarters for the Novel Influenza, etc. (referred to below as the “Government Countermeasures Headquarters”) is established.

% Under current law, it is limited to the times when intensive measures for prevention of spread of infection are being taken (targets: Prefectural governors) and when a state of emergency is declared (targets: Head of the national administrative bodies, prefectural governors, etc.).

(2) Regarding the delegation of local government’s affairs during the spread of novel influenza and other infectious diseases, the period during which requests may be made and the scope of the affairs subject to

such requests are to be expanded so that the delegation based on the Infectious Diseases Control Law (Act on the Prevention of Infectious Diseases and Medical Care for Patients with Infectious Diseases) may

be made from the time when the Government Countermeasures Headquarters is established.

% Under current law, delegation of affairs may be made only where it is grounded in the Special Measures Act and only during declaration of an emergency.

3) To ensure the effectiveness of requests to businesses during intensive measures for prevention of the spread and during declaration of an emergency, meaning of the phrase of “when it is deemed particularl
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necessary” is explicitly provided for in legislation at the time of issuing orders to businesses.

(4) To make it easier for local governments to secure funding for measures to prevent the spread of infection, provisions for increasing the national government's subsidy rate and special provisions regarding the
issuance of local government bonds are to be established.

(5) The affairs concerning Government Countermeasures Headquarters and the Council for the Promotion of Countermeasures against Novel Influenza, etc. (referred to below as “Promotion Council”) will be

handled by the Cabinet Agency for Infectious Disease Crisis Management.
2. Partial Amendment of the Cabinet Act
(1) The Cabinet Agency for Infectious Disease Crisis Management is to be established at the Cabinet Secretariat (referred to bellow as " CAICM ").

(2) The CAICM is to be responsible for affairs concerning the formulation and promotion of the National Action Plan prescribed in the Act on Special Measures Against Novel Influenza, affairs concerning

the Government Countermeasures Headquarters and the Promotion Council, and affairs related to planning, drafting, and comprehensive coordination necessary for maintaining the uniformity

of policies of various administrative departments regarding the prevention of the occurrence and spread of infectious diseases.
(3) Positions assigned at the CAICM

(i) At the CAICM, the Secretary General for Infectious Disease Crisis Management, Cabinet Secretariat is to be assigned as a position which assists the Chief Cabinet Secretary in managing the agency’s

affairs, which position is designated by the Prime Minister from among the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretaries.

(ii) At the CAICM, the Deputy Secretary General for Infectious Disease Crisis Management, Cabinet is to be assigned as a position which assists the position of (i) above in coordinating the affairs of the agency, which

position is designated by the Prime Minister from among the Assistant Chief Cabinet Secretaries.

(iii) At the CAICM, the Chief Medical Officer for Infectious Disease Crisis Management, Cabinet Secretariat is to be assigned as a position which assists the positions of (i) and (ii), under an order of the CAICM, in
overseeing and coordinating affairs concerning important policy matters related to the agency's responsibilities and participates in matters of importance within its responsibilities, which position is served by the
Chief Medical and Global Health Officer of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

(4) The Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary for Crisis Management and the Assistant Chief Cabinet Secretaries, upon a temporary order, are to cooperate with the CAICM in handling affairs related to crisis

management concerning infectious diseases. etc. etc.

Effective Date

I OThe day specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding 6 months from the date of promulgation (April 28, 2023), except that item 1. (4) is effective on April 1, 2024.
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