Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Land Improvement Act

Background

Planned renewal of the core agricultural irrigation facilities is necessary as the majority of them have standard service life account for 53% (12,413

Facilities that have already exceeded their

. A A locations) of the nationwide total
exceeded their standard service life.

In addition, establishing an appropriate and continuous conservation system is an urgent need because it is —
possible that joint activities concerning the conservation of regional agricultural irrigation facilities, etc., State-run

will become unsustainable in the future. 2R
Not exceeded ,L&v/

It is necessary to expand preventative measures and responses after the fact concerning damage to land 7,291 locations

improvement facilities based on the rise in risk due to increasing severity and frequency of disasters and Total 100%

facility deterioration, etc (23,539 locations) prefectural-
, etc.

Prefectural- run, etc.

* Amid a decline in the number of farmers, it is necessary to promote developing finely detailed A dn el
. . .. . . . . . 5 locations
infrastructure based on regional conditions, as well as developing information and communications A
. . . . ate-run
infrastructure for introducing smart agriculture, etc. 928 locations

Against this background, the Basic Act on Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas clearly states that necessary

measures for "conservation" are to be taken in addition to developing infrastructure for agricultural | Furthermore, when including facilities that will
d t exceed their standard service life within the next 10
production. years, they account for 69% (16,248 locations) of
the nationwide total

Outline of the Act

t (Relating to Article 1 and

Il. Reviewing the Provisions Concerning the Purpose and Long-Term Plan of Land Improvement .. /)

In accordance with the direction of the amended Basic Act on Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas, the provisions relating to the purpose
and the Long-Term Plan of Land Improvement will be reviewed.

I2. Measures Concerning the Planned Renewal of Core Agricultural Irrigation Facilities (Relating to Article 87-2)

A system will be established where renewal projects of core agricultural irrigation facilities (headworks, irrigation stations , etc.) can
be implemented without requiring applications from farmers, by initiative of the State or prefectures.

. . . . . . opege Relating to Articles 57-11 through
I 3. Measures Concerning the Conservation of Regional Agricultural Irrigation Facilities g;las)‘“g o AT o

. . . . . L . Framework for discussion among
(1) A scheme will be established in which land improvement districts will create a "coordinated regional related parties

management and conservation plan", obtain approval from the prefectural governor, and conduct the
conservation of land improvement facilities and terminal irrigation facilities in coordination with
municipalities and other related parties.

(2) Procedures concerning merging land improvement districts based on approved plans will be simplified
and other related matters

I4. Measures for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, and National Resilience =~ Fxamples of Recurring Disasters in Agricultural
Irrigation Facilities

(1) Concerning urgent implementation (*) disaster prevention projects, reinforcing
agricultural irrigation facilities that are at risk of being damaged, etc., will
be added as projects.  (Relating to Article 87-4)
(2) Concerning urgent implementation recovery projects, i
* Not only original-form recovery but also disaster recurrence prevention _ Unforeseen accident damage exam
projects will be added = 0
* Unforeseen accident damage and similar damage prevention projects
will be added  (Relating to Article 49 and Article 87-5)

/ - ~Q
(* Urgent implementation: a procedure in which a project can be exceptionally and rapidly conducted R o107 Consecutive ruptures occurred in the same pipeline
without farmers' application or consent) )

IS. Measures for Promoting Infrastructure Development in Response to Smart Agriculture and the Needs of Certified Farmers

(1) Expanding Farmland Intermediary Management Institution related projects (*)
(Relating to Article 87-3, Article 96-4, Article 22-6 of the Act on Promotion of Improvement of Agricultural Management Foundation,
and Article 8 of the Farmland Intermediary Management Program Act)
(*Farmland Intermediary Management Institution related projects: land improvement projects targeting agricultural land for which a
Farmland Intermediary Management Institution holds leasehold rights, etc., and that are not dependent on payment of expenses by

farmers (project implementing entity: prefectures)) '
et . . oy . . . . . L scal i in:
* In addition to prefectures, municipalities will be added as project implementing entities. A ormation and commanicat

» Agricultural land over which a Farmland Intermediary Management Institution holds ownership
rights in addition to leasehold rights, etc., will be included in the coverage of the program.

(2) Establishing a project for developing information and communications infrastructure (Relating to Articles
* Land improvement districts c an establish a project for developing information ~ 57-9 and 57-10)
and communications infrastructure with approval from the prefectural governor

Introducing self-driving Utilizing drones
agricultural machinery

I6. Other Necessary Measures (Relating to Articles 18, 88, etc.)

Measures concerning the structure and management of land improvement districts and the proper
implementation of land improvement projects

Effective Date April 1, 2025
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