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Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Act on Environmental Protection in Antarctica

Towards the conclusion of Annex VI to the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty, domestic legislation will be amended to require a responsible operator to take response
action, etc. in response to environmental emergencies arising from its Antarctic activities.

m Background

® In recent years, as the number of tourist vessels visiting Antarctica has increased, the
likelihood of environmental emergency* arising from oil spill accidents and other incidents
has grown.
* accidental events that may cause significant and harmful impact on the Antarctic environment

® It is necessary for Japan to conclude Annex VI by establishing the relevant domestic
legislation in order to bring Annex VI which provides for liability in the event of
environmental emergencies in Antarctica, closer to entry into force.

® In Japan, Antarctic tourist vessels, etc. operated by private travel agencies are in service,
and the Antarctic Regional Expedition is being conducted on a continuous basis by the
national government. Under this proposed law, an appropriate response will be taken in the
event of an environmental emergency.

* The requirement for the entry into force of Annex VI is, the conclusion of the Annex
by all the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties (28 countries) at the time of its

~ .- _, e
Environmental emergencies (Image)

adoption.
As of January 2026, 19 countries have already concluded Annex VI. 2024-2025
* The 48th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting was held in Hiroshima in May 2026. Number of vessel

voyages 562

Antarctic Treaty W AT
(entered into force in 1961) 5;2/@
500

Use of Antarctica for peaceful purposes /
400

Promotion of Freedom of Scientific Research and

International Cooperation
Freezing of Assertion of Territorial Sovereignty etc, 2911-2012
Number of vessel 308
voyages 234 283 290 0
Protocol on Environmental Protection 258 <ol )
(entered into force in 1998) @

Annex I Environmental Impact Assessment
Annex II Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora
Annex I Waste Disposal and Waste Management
Annex IV Prevention of Marine Pollution

Annex V Area Protection and Management

Annex VI Liabilitv Arisinq from Environmental Emerqencies 201112 2012-13  2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 201920 2020-21 2021-22 202223 2023-24 2024-25

(Not yet in force) Changes in the Number of tourist vessel voyages operating in Antarctica

Structure of the Protocol on Environmental Protection (Source: IAATO (International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators)) Scene from Antarctic tourism

B Main contents of the Amendment

<Amendment of the targets of "Antarctic area activities" that require prior confirmation by the Minister of the Environment>

® Tourist vessels and scientific research vessels that do not make landings in Antarctica are added to the list of Antarctic activities
subject to prior confirmation.

<Annex VI (Liability Arising from Environmental Emergencies)>
® The following contents are added:

Advance Adding matters concerning preventative measures to the details to be applied for confirmation by the operators of
p ti Antarctic Activities (travel agencies planning Antarctic tourism, persons coordinating observation projects, etc.), as well as
reparation mandating the preparation of an contingency plan and measures to ensure the payment of costs

Occurrenceof the incidents [

Annexes
in force

Correspond to environmental emergencies
(The Minister of the Environment publishes a notice)

that have an impact on the
environment in Antarctica
(collision with an iceberg, etc.)

Measures
at the time
of accident

Payment
Of COStS * The government makes a contribution to the

fund established under the Antarctic Treaty
Secretariat in an amount equivalent to the levy.

<Effective Date> One month after the date on which Annex VI takes effect for Japan
(or 20 days after the date of promulgation of the Act for the amendment of the targets for the prior confirmation
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