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Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Act on Launching Spacecraft
and Launch Vehicle and Control of Spacecraft, etc.

1. Background

® In recent years, the development and use of outer space by Japan have rapidly diversified due to a

rapid increase in the number of hew market entrants, the progress of technological
development, etc. Along with this trend, the environment surrounding the launching of launch vehicles
has also changed significantly, and as competition to develop new forms of space transportation
intensifies, various forms of launching of launch vehicles are emerging.

® Against the backdrop of these changes, launch costs have declined, among other circumstances,
and the objects to be launched have become increasingly diverse, with uncontrolled monuments
and artificial objects used for research purposes being put into earth orbit or beyond.

® The regulatory system under the current "Act on Launching Spacecraft and Launch Vehicle and Control
of Spacecraft, etc." (referred to below as the "Space Activities Act") mainly regulates the launching
of spacecrafts controlled in earth orbit and does not adequately address diverse forms of
launching of launch vehicles or objects to be launched.

2. Outlines of the Bills

I. In order to respond to diverse needs for launching of launch vehicles while ensuring public safety,
establishing a regulatory system for launches of launch vehicles alone, thereby shifting from a
regulatory system centered around putting spacecraft into earth orbit to one focused on the
launching of launch vehicles (Space Activities Act)

» Building an institutional framework to accommodate the increasingly diverse forms of launch activities
(new forms of space transportation)

(1) Adding to the scope of launches subject to licenses those that do not involve loading or
separating spacecraft, such as experimental launches with dummy payload during the
development phase
* Adding those launches to the scope of the government indemnification scheme, based on measures to provide security for damages, strict liability, etc.
> Promoting the development of launch vehicles and supporting new forms of space transportation in the private

sector.

(2) Including artificial objects that do not fall under spacecraft within the scope of regulation,
and establishing a system for certifying, before launching of them, that their configurations
comply with applicable standards depending on orbit into which they are to be put, etc.
> Ensuring public safety, preventing harmful contamination of outer space, etc., and stimulating on-orbit activities

(3) Extending the system for compensation for damage caused by falling launch vehicles or spacecrafts,
etc. to (1) and (2)

> Offering thorough protection of victims, while continuing to ensure the responsible activities in outer space by
Japan
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II. Adding the promotion of research and development of equipment, technologies, etc.
necessary for the development and other activities relating to rocket-propelled vehicles in
connection with the development and use of outer space to the basic policies under the Basic
Space Act, as well as explicitly providing for "ensuring public safety" in relation to the development
and use of outer space (Basic Space Act)

III. Expanding the scope of surveys and deliberations of the Committee on National Space Policy
to include the important matters related to ensuring safety considering the new launch forms stated
in I(1) above and conserving the outer space environment, as well as implementing any necessary
amendments (Act for Establishment of the Cabinet Office)

3. Effective Date

The day specified by Cabinet Order within 1 year from the date of promulgation

*For the Basic Space Act: the date of promulgation



