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Impact of higher temperatures
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(In addition to this act, the provisions of the amended Plant Variety Protection and Seed Act are to strengthen the protection of

the breeder’s rights for important varieties and other varieties.)

As the negative effects of climate change, etc. on agricultural production become increasingly
evident, there is an urgent need to breed and disseminate important varieties possessing traits such
as high-temperature tolerance, disease resistance, and high yield, etc. through industry-government-
academia col laboration, in order to ensure a stable food supply in Japan

1. Operations for Breeding Important Varieties

+ Breeding plans for important varieties are to be prepared by the industry, government, and academic sectors in accordance with
the national government’s basic policies, and then approved by the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. (elated to Article 6

+ To breed important varieties more efficiently, special provisions are to be established on the use of cutting—edge research
equipment, etc.. elated to Article 9)

» Applications for variety registration are to become obligatory for any important varieties bred. (elated to Article 10)

[Incentives for Obtaining Approval]

(i) Shared use of research facilities and equipment of the National Agriculture and Food Research Organization (NARO), etc. (special provisions of the Act on
the National Agriculture and Food Research Organization, Independent Administrative Agency)

(ii) Reduction of or exemption from application fees for variety registration, etc. (special provisions of the Plant Variety Protection and Seed Act)

2. Operations Related to the Production of Propagating materials of Important Varieties

+ Each prefecture prepares its own basic plan, upon consultation with the national government, based on the basic policies of
the national government.  (Related in Article 12)

+ In accordance with the basic plan prepared by the prefecture, each propagating material producer formulates a production plan
which is then approved by the prefectural governor.  elated to Article 16)

+ To make sure the production of important varieties is efficient, special provisions are to be established for the use and
coordination, etc. of agricultural land. elated to Article 19)

[Incentives for Obtaining Approvall

(i) Persons involved in the production of propagating materials may request to attend consultations for regional plans (special provisions of the Act on Promotion of
Improvement of Agricultural Management Foundation).

(ii) The effect of a cultivation management reached between propagating material producers and neighboring farmers is also succeeded to by the successor of the agricultural
land subject to that agreement (effects of succession; special provisions of the Givil Code).

(iii) For agricultural land in the plan, the procedures for incorporating agricultural land located outside the agricultural land zone into such a zone are simplified
(special provisions of Act on Establishment of Agricultural Promotion Regions) etc.

Basic Policies of the National Government
(National government to spearhead the breeding and dissemination of important varieties)
= The approach to important varieties to be bred and disseminated (high-temperature tolerance, disease resistance, and high yield, etc.)
* A basic direction for breeding varieties and producing propagating materials (utilizing cutting-edge technologies such as genome analyses, etc. and
applying evaluations from end-users, disseminating across broad areas)
= Protecting intel lectual property related to any important varieties bred etc.
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The day specified by Cabinet Order within a period not exceeding 6 months from the date of promulgation
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