Outline of the Act Partially Amending the Land Improvement Act

1. Background

O For sustainable development of agriculture, in addition to swiftly implementing urgent disaster
prevention works for irrigation and drainage facilities such as storage reservoirs and drainage pump
stations where frequent and catastrophic torrential rain is likely to cause secondary damage, there is
also a need to efficiently implement the agricultural infrastructure improvement and to accelerate the
accumulation and consolidation of agricultural land in the hands of farmers in the business of working
it.

O Because a lack of technical personnel in municipalities and land improvement districts implementing
small-scale land improvement projects has been hindering the smooth implementation of disaster
prevention and mitigation measures and the development of agricultural infrastructure, there is a need
to establish a framework to support fund procurement and project implementation.

O There is a need to introduce a mechanism that would enable small-scale land improvement districts to
smoothly implement entity conversions while maintaining appropriate management of agricultural
infrastructure, in the case of their shift to a sustainable management system tailored to the conditions
of the rural areas.

2. Outline of the Act
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* Currently, this only applies to projects for (Related to Artide 87-4 and Artidle 96-4) —
earthquake countermeasures. Process for projects subject to general applications

(2) Expansion of Projects Involving Cropland Intermediary Management Instltutlons
O The Bill would add the development of infrastructure such as agricultural ,

drainage facilities and  culvert drainage to the list of infrastructural
development projects that the prefecture implements on agricultural land
of a certain level of cohesiveness on which a cropland intermediary
management right has been established, with the consent of the cropland
intermediary management institution and without asking.qualifying. project
participants to bear the costs**.

** Currently, this only applies to redistricting and (Related to Article 87-3 and Article 88) Converting open irrigation channels into piIi
agricultural land development projects. and widening farm roads

(3) Realignment of Activities by Federations of Land Improvement Associations

O The Bill would add the following activities as part of the operations of Federations of Land Improvement
Associations, in order to support the disaster prevention and mitigation measures and small-scale infrastructure
development being carried out by land improvement districts and others.

@® The National Federation of Land Improvement Associations would procure funding through long-term
borrowings and bond issuance and distribute the funds to land improvement districts and others.
(Related to Article 111-9 and Article 111-22 through Article 111-25)
@ Federations of Land Improvement Associations would carry out land improvement works at the request of
land improvement districts and others. (Related to Article 111-9)

(4) Creation of a System of Entity Conversion for Land Improvement Districts

O The Bill would create a mechanism that would enable land improvement districts to implement entity

conversions and become general incorporated associations and approved community-based organizations.
(Related to Article 76 through Article 76-16)

3. Effective Date

April 1, 2022 (However, the effective date for (4) is April 1, 2023.]
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