Outline of the Act to Partially Amend the Climate Change Adaptation Act and the
Act on the Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency, Independent

Administrative Agency o :
Ministry of the Environment

In order to strengthen heat illness countermeasures (one area of adaptation to climate change), the Climate Change
Adaptation Act will be amended to create an action plan that outlines the government's heat illness countermeasures,
to put a system for providing special warning information that alerts the public when there is a high risk of heat illness
into law, and to establish a system to improve prevention of heat illness, such as providing measures to set up
evacuation facilities for cases when special warnings to evacuate from the heat are announced.

O Although the relevant ministries and agencies have been working to raise awareness about heat illness countermeasures,
the number of heat illness deaths has continued to increase, frequently reaching over 1,000 per year in recent years.

O Although "Heat Stroke Alert" has been issued since 2021, public awareness of the importance of preventing heat illness
is still insufficient.

O As global warming progresses, the risk of extreme temperatures is expected to increase, necessitating aggressive
legally-backed heat illness countermeasures.
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Measures to be Taken as a Result of Amendments to the
Current State

Climate Change Adaptation Act

> R Action Plan against Heat lliness will be formulated by the Heat Iliness + Upgrade to a statutory plan approved by the Cabinet as the Heat Iliness

g)' Prevention Council chaired by the Minister of the Environment (members Prevention Action Plan

= |are the heads of relevant departments of ministries and agencies). (Not

g legally mandated) -> Strengthen cooperation among relevant ministries and agencies to promote
== (Relevant ministries and agencies: Cabinet Secretariat; Cabinet Office; more comprehensive and systematic heat illness countermeasures.

< Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications; Ministry of Education,

8 Culture, Sports, Science and Technology; Ministry of Health, Labour and *The Heat Iliness Prevention Council is established under the Action Plan against
‘é Welfare; Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; Ministry of Heat lllness.

@ Economy, Trade and Industry; Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport

and Tourism; Japan Tourism Agency; Japan Meteorological Agency)
* The Ministry of the Environment and the Japan Meteorological - The current alerts will be legally positioned.
Agency issue the Heat Stroke Alert. (Not legally mandated)

* In addition, a higher level of special Heat Stroke Alert Information will be
established to prepare for more serious health hazards. (New)

—> Putting this information into law will enable stronger and more reliable heat
iliness countermeasures in conjunction with the following measures.
* Overseas, cooling centers are being used as a countermeasure + Designation of facilities (community centers, libraries, shopping centers, etc.) as

~-/ against extremely high temperatures, but measures in Japan are designated heat shelters (cooling shelters) by mayors of municipalities that meet

03. limited. requirements such as having cooling facilities. (New)

g - Designated heat shelters will be open to the public during periods under special
= - Lack of local government officials to watch for and talk to alert.

< elderly people living alone and other people vulnerable to heat } * Municipal mayors will designate private organizations that raise awareness about
g illness in the region. heat illness countermeasures as heat illness prevention promotion organizations.

= (New)

o - Ensure preventive actions for people vulnerable to heat illness by raising

awareness activities that conform to local conditions.

Date of Enforcement ) ) ) Measures to be Taken as a Result of Amendments to the Act on
* Provisions concerning the formulation of Heat lliness Prevention Action

1
1
. . . .
Plan: Date specified by Cabinet Order within one month from the day of 1 the Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency
promulgation : + Added to the duties of the Environmental Restoration and Conservation Agency

1

1

1

+ Other provisions: Date specified by Cabinet Order within one year from the compilation and analysis of information that forms the premise for the release
the date of promulgation of warning information and the provision of information on the promotion of
_____________________________________ 2 countermeasures in the region.
- Establishment of a system for taking heat illness countermeasures in a more

Aim to significantly reduce the number of heat illness deaths through the promotion of coordinated measures by the government, municipalities, and
other related entities
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